- = * by 

" FR A 4) 9 

* E " 46 e 2 
D £44 r 


AND 


R EVE LAT ION: 


O R, 
A Brief AN SWE R to 


THOMAS PAINE” s late Work, 


Entitled | * 


The Age of 4 of Rego 


8 


WA £I 

By THOMAS BE BENTLEY. = 

-d 

Ea] r S "x , 

Tt was not an enemy that reproached me, then I eel have 

borne it; neither was it he that hated that did mag- 

nify. himſelf againſt me, then I wou” "Bob kept myſelf 

from him: but it was thou, a s ming my 4 
guide, and m 5 J friend { 


Faxienns or Tzurn! | 

| WHEN I bolt read the above work, 
two reaſons urged me to write an Anſwer to it; one was, 
the ve out whe ortance of the truth which the- Author 
— z and th e other, the very good opinion which his 
former writings had (and I ſtill think juſtly) acquired un 
with great numbers of perſons in this country. 


As I believe that Mr. P's former publications con- 
tained many ſound arguments, excellent ſentiments, and 
important truths, (I may certainly be allowed to'fay ſo 
much, without vouching for every one of his opinions or aſ- 
ſertigns) ſo in this preſent work alſo, there are ſeveral ſolid \ 


truths; 


* 
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truths; and indeed, I believe that no honeſt, humane man, 
(ſuch as I take Mr. P. to be) whether he was Chriſtian, Jew, 
Turk, or Pagan, ever wrote a ſentimental book like this, out 
of which many Pible-truths might not be gathered. But 
as in Mr. P's former pieces, I think truth exceedin; ly over- 
"balanced error ; ſo that they might properly, on the whole, 
be called good; in this laſt, on the contrary, the evil greatly 
outweighs the good, ſo that it may juſtly be called sad. - yet 
ſeill, I believe his error to be nearer the truth, and more ex- 
cuſeable than the cruel, covetous, proud, oppreſſive hypocriſy 
of many who reprobate him, and boaſt in a profeſſion of the 
chriſtian religion. 


Near the foot of page 3, Mr. P. ſays, „Revelation is 
« neceſſarily limited to the firſt communication.“ 

If the meſſage come to us ſupported by miracles, as it is 
in numberleſs inſtances throughout the Bible, it is then as 
much a revelation 7 ws, as it was to the perſon who fr/ 
received it. , 

Page 4. When Moſes told the children of Iſrael that 
« he received the two Tables of the Commandments from 
e the hand of God, they were not obliged to believe him, 
& becauſe they had no other authority for it than his telling 
* them ſo; and I have no other authority for it than ſome 
«© hiſtorian telling me ſo,” | 

If any part of Exodus be true, as Mr. P. ſeems here to 
allow, I think we have as good reaſon to believe the miracles 
in Egypt, the diviſion of the Red Sea, the Quails, the Manna, 
the Rock-water, the voice and appearance upon Sinai, &c. 
as the circumſtance of Moſes* bringing the Tables to the 
Iſraelites : and in that caſe, it ſeems to me that they had 
much greater authority than his own word for believing him; 
even the authority of that power who wrought theſe ſuper- 
natural works at the deſire, or according to the word of 
Moſes. and I think alſo that the witneſs of a whole nation, 
preſerved, with their records, from diſſolution to this very 
day,—and which the hiſtorians of other nations at different 
periods from that very time bear witneſs to the exiſtence of ; 
1 fay, ſuch witneſs deſerves much greater credit, than what 
Mr. P. ſeems to intimate by the authority of /ome hiftor ian. 

Again, Page 4. When I am told that the Koran was 
„ written in heaven, and brought to Mahomet by an Angel, 
the account comes to near the ſame kind of hearſay evi- 


PETIA « dence, 
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© dence, and ſecond-hand authority as the former. I did 
„ not ſee the Angel myſelf, and therefore I have a right nor 
„ to believe it. 

If boooov Men, befides Women and Children, had 
been for 40 years together witneſſes of ſuch daily miracles 
done by Mahomet, as are recorded and witneſſed to 
have been done by Moſes, then the Koran wou'd have had 
the ſame kind ef outward evidence as the moral law of the 
Bible. But the Turks pretend no ſuch thing, and confider- 
ing the external and internal evidences ot the Bible and the 
Koran it is an affront to common-ſenſe to compare one to 
the other. When did the Mahometans ſuffer martyrdom 
for their religion, as the chriftians did in the three firſt 
centuries? the Turks have indeed fought and bled for 
conqueſt, but when did they burn for conſcience ? 

Page . The Jews who had kept ſtrictly to the 
„belief of one God, and no more, and who had always 
% rejected the Heathen mythology, never credited the ſtory 
& of the miraculous conception of Jeſus Chriſt, *? | 

It 1s not true that the Jews had always kept themſelyes 
free from the worſhip of the Heathen Gods for from the 
time of their ſetting up the Calf (or Ox, Pſ. 106. 20) which 
was an Egyptian God, in the wilderneſs, even to Zedekiah 
the laſt of their Kings, they were almoſt continually, more 
or leſs, running after the gods of the heathen. How often 
are they upbraided with worſhiping Remphan, Baal, Milcom, 
Chemoſh, Aſhtoreth, Molech, Tammuz, the hoſt of heaven, 
yea devils, birds, beaſts, ſtocks and ſtones! in ſhort, idolatry 
always conſtituted one part of the charge againſt them, by 
every one of their prophets: and the preſent race of Jews 
will not deny the Scripture teſtimony in that reſpe&t. 
Neither is it true, properly ſpeaking, that the Jews never 
gave credit to the goſpel report of Chriſt's conception: for a 
great many of them did believe it, and when we conſider the 
extraordinary diſappointment of the whole nation -at the 
Meſſiah's appearing in a character ſo oppoſite to pride and 
luxury, &c. which they expected, and had always been 
taught to look for by their preachers and learned men, (a 
few deſpiſed individuals excepted) our wonder will leſſen at 
the generallity of them rejecting him. For my own part, I ſee 
nothing more incredible in the goſpel account of the 
formation of Chriſt, than in any other miracle recorded in 
the Scriptures. 
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Page. . The trinity of Gods which took place in 
4 the chriſtian church, was no other than a reduction of the 
4 heathen plurality, the ſtatue of Mary ſucceeded the 
«© ſtatue of Diana, &c.“ 

Mr. P. is very unjuſt in cenſuring chriſtianity by 
the lump, on account either of popiſh or proteſtant errors, 
for he muſt know, or at leaſt ought to know b tore he writes 
on this ſubject, that there are ſocieties of proteſſing chriſtians 
zwho deny all the charges in this paragraph. 

bd & Jeſus Chriſt was a virtuous and amiable man. 
© he wrote no account of himſelf, Not a line of what is 
& call'd the new teſtament, is of his writing. 

Mr. P. acknowledges that we have no account of Jeſus 
Chriſt but what was wrote by his diſciples, and yet while 
he calls him a virtuous, amiable man, he charges them with 
being deceivers and hypocrites; although their epiſtles, 
ſermons and acts are as full of morality and humanity as 
Chriſt's was, and their diſcourſes, in general, much lefs 
myſterious and figurative. I think Mr. P. had as good 
reaſon to deny the morality and virtue of Chriſt as his 
miracles, ſeeing they are all recorded by the ſame pens. 

Page 6. ** A ſmall number of perſons, not more than 
« eight or nine, are introduced to ſay they /aw Chriſt's re- 
„ ſurrection and aſcenſion, and all the reſt of the world are 
„ call'd upon to believe it.“ 

We are told by Paul that ſeveral hundreds ſaw Chriſt 
after his reſurrection, but how many were preſent at his aſ- 
cenſion does not clearly appear ; neither does the ſtrength of 
their evidence reſt upon the number of them, but upon the 
miracles which they were afterwards impowered to do in 
ſupport of their teſtimony. 
ibid. It has long appear'd to me a ſtrange inconſiſtency 
. to cite the Jews as a proof of the truth of Chriſt's miſſion; 
ce it is juſt the ſame as if a man were to ſay, I will prove 
< the truth of what I have told you, by producing the peo- 
« ple who ſay it is falſe.” | | 

hen I reflect upon the wretched vagabond ſtate in which 
the Jews have been for upwards cf 1600 years, and what is 
Rill worſe, their great depravity of morals, and deteſtable ſu- 
perſtition, I cannot help thinking them marks of the judg- 
ment of God; and one reaſonable argument for the truth of 
chriſtianity, which they ſo obſtinately did and do reject, be- 


cauſe contrary to their views of temporal power, grandeur, 
Jyxury, and riches, 


* 


638 


0 


@ 8 


ſhou'd have to get a God-like, N. or pure mind, ſet at li- 
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Page 7. It is not improbable that * Chriſt had in 
„ contemplation the delivery of the Jewiſh nation. from the 
bondage of the Romans.“ 
Chriſt continually declared that he came not to ſet up- 
any temporal Kingdom; how then can Mr. P. call him a 
good man, and yet ſay it is not improbable but he intended 
to reſtore the Jewiſh ftate ? | 
ibid The chriftian mythologiſts ſay that their Satan: 
„% made war againſt the Almighty, &c.“ 
It is very diſingenuous to bring in ſuch. a blaſphemous, 
profane fable as Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, as a charge againſt 
the truth of chriſtianity ; for I ſuppoſe Mr. P. had that poem 
in his view, when he wrote this paragraph. As to the war in 
Heaven mention'd in Rev. 12, it is wholly to be referr'd to- 
that ſtrife which there is in a man at the time of his changing. 
from evil to good. No man ever uſed more figure or meta- 
phor than Jeſus Chriſt, whom yet Mr. Paine calls wiſe and: 
virtuous; aad I am ſure that God does make uſe of the ſame: 
method to this day. in His communications to. man; as I 
have often found myſelf in viſions or dreams wherein one 
thing hath been repreſented by another, and the truth of the: 
dream hath been clearly proved by its accompliſhment. 
Page 8. The Chriſtian mythologiſts relate that 
<« Satan perſuaded Eve to eat an apple, and the cating of that 
ce apple, damns all mankind,”” 

The meaning of this relation is, that the firſt man and 
woman were diſobedient to God, and that all who ſpring. 
from them have the ſame nature, and will therefore certainly 
become guilty, or prove their. earthlineſs, by actual tran- 

reſſion, ſo ſoon as able: and however Mr. P. may ridicule: | | 
it, I myfelf have felt that evil inclination, ſtriving to hinder 
me from doing as I wou'd be done unto, mention'd Rom. 7, 
making me ſee the neceſſity of the new mental birth, called: 
regeneration, As to our being puniſhed for Adam's fin, it 
ſtands upon the ſame ground as our being rewarded tor the 
ſake of Chriſt's perſonal righteouſneſs ; that is, they are both. - 
lies.—It is no more ftrange that after becoming a man L. 


berty from the things of time and ſenſe ; than that after 

being formed an.embryo, or an infant, I ſhou'd have to im- 

prove into a man. | T2” 

As to the doctrines of reprobation, fallew angels, the 

trinity, and the. atonement, which Mr. P. in his 8th gth _ | 
1 


1 
roth pages holds up as reaſonable proofs of the falſehood of 


Revelation, chriſtianity has nothing to do with them. It is 
indeed a ſhocking horrid thought that the pride of man 


ſhou*d ever riſe fo high as to think himſelf worth the ſacri- 
fice of his Creator !—that God ſhou'd murder himſelf for the 


fake of Man! for who cou'd kill the Almighty but 
Hunſelt ? or that He ſhou'd be torn in pieces by His own 
properties or attributes! that juſtice and mercy muſt put 
their ſource - themſelves==THE SUPREME TO DEATH! 
and all for what, a drop of the ocean, the ſmall duſt of 
„the balance—vanity—yea, leſs than vanity !*%?—but it is 
as unreaſonable, to charge the Bible with folly and falſehood 
becauſe of the errors of ſome of its profeſſors, as it wou'd be 
to charge the church of England with tranſubſtantiation, pur- 
gatory, or image-worſhip, and other errors of Rome, —or 
the Quakers with the ſacraments and corruptions of the 
Church of England. Mr. P. as a candid free-thinker, or 
ſearcher after truth, ought to have known his ſubje& better, 
eſpecially ſo ſerious and important a ſubject as the faith of 
millions, before he wrote ſo dogmatically upon it: he might 


have found that the only ſacrifices required by the religion. 


of the ſcriptures, are broken and contfite hearts—repentance 
and amendment—ceaſing to do evil, and learning to do well 
hoſpitality, mercy, love, and ſelf-denial: and 1 am perſuaded 
there never was a ſyſtem in the world that offered and incul- 
cated the things that are truly good, wiſe, virtuous, juſt, kind 


excellent, amiable, happy, or praiſe-worthy cqual to the 
Bible. # E 


Page 10, ** When the church mythologiſts eſtabliſhed 


& their ſyſtem, they collected all the writings they cou'd 
„ find, and managed them as they pleaſed.” 

As to the Old Teſtament, I am perſuaded we have it in 
the original languages which the Jews had it in before 
Chriſt ; and they are well known to have been very careful 


in preſerving it pure: and as to the New Teſtament writings 


they were collected at an early period, when the different 
churches might well be ſuppoſed to know whoſe they were 
and how they came by them. 1 ſuppoſe we know much 
more concerning the preſervation of the works of the prophets 
and apoſtles, thati we do of Heſfiod's, Homer's, Ariſtotles, &c. 
and yet who diſputes the authenticity of the latter ? or who 
thinks it probable that any perſon will hereafter endeavour 

. to 
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to add ſome forged piece to the works of Euclid, Newton, 


Swift or Pope? Some errors and miſtranſlations, either 


through deſign or ignorance, haye, no doubt, taken place in 
the Scriptures, but the e/entzals of religion, JUSTICE, 
MERCY, and HUMILITY, or, the love of God with 
all our heart, and our Neighbour as ourſelves,“ are fo inter- 
woven in every page of the Bible, that they cannot be 


changed or taken away without deſtroying the whole : And- 


I think that by comparing the dart paſſages with the clear, 
and interpreting the few texts by the many on the ſame 
ſubject, an honeſt mind may plainly perceive the truth and 
the will of God, and that we may juſtly call it therefore the 
[writ:en, or outward] word of God. 


Page 11, „Revelation is a communication of ſome- 


« thing, which the perſon, to whom it is revealed did not 
© know before, Revelation, therefore, cannot be applied to 


* any thing done upon earth, of which man is himſelf he 


« actor or the witneſs ?? 

When God revealed Himſelf to Moſes at the burning 
buſh,” and communicated to him His intention of bringing 
the Iſraelites out of Egypt, the two figns of the ſerpent and 


the leprous hand, in which Moſes was both a witneſs and an 
actor, certainly did not invalidate the Revelation; but may 


juſtly and properly be confidered as parts or proofs of it to- 
Moſes; even as the plagues, and the divinon of the Red Sea, 
&c. were afterwards proofs to the whole H/raclits/h nation. 

1b, * When Samſon ran off with the gate-poſts of 
« Gaza, &c. what has Revelation to to with theſe things?“ 


The ſupernatural works which God wrought by the. 


hands of them whom He rais'd up to teach and deliver the 
Iſraelites (ſuch as Moſes, Joſhua, Gideon, Samſon, &c.) 


were certainly matters or proofs of very great importance to 


them; and I bave no doubt but if any Freneh general did, 


either with a bone or a ſword, kill a thouſand of the Auſtrians . 
and afterwards pull down with his own hands the gates of 
Ypres, which at this time the French are belieging, — I ſay, 
I have no doubt but ſuch actions wou'd raiſe more courage, 


canfidence and reverence in the French Soldiers, than the 
writings of Mr. P or all the Convention put together, As 


to errors and fins of ſuch as Samſon, Gideon, David, Solomon, 


&c. they are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from their virtuous actions; 


and are not recorded as examples, but warnings ; for the hole: : 
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and the puniſhment are generally recorded together : indeed, 
thoſe parts and paſſages of the Bible which Mr. P. urges as 
proofs of its Fa//chood, I look upon as reaſonable proofs of 
its being impartial, and therefore the word of truth, or, the 
word of God. _. 

There 1s an hiſtorical event recorded in the bible which 
J think is much miſtaken: I mean the puniſhment of the 
Ammonites by David, after the taking of Rabbah. in 1 Chro. 
29. 3. it is {aid that he “cut them with ſaws, harrows, and 
„ axes: *'---But in 2 Sam. 12. where the ſiege and taking 
of Rabbah is more particularly related, we are told that 
«© he put ihem under ſaws, &c. and made them paſs through 
* the brick-kiln.““ now I believe the plain truth to be this, 
David made flaves or /ervants of the Ammonites; as Joſhua 
had before done by the Gibeonites, and as Pharach had 
tormerly done by the Iſraelites, 

In all the law of Moſes, nor in the commands which 
God gave Moſes and Joſhua to deſtroy the Canaanites, &c. 
we never read of tertures, or perpetual impriſonments, neither 
do I know one inſtante in all the life of David that may pro- 
perly be term'd ſavage or cruel [as Ithink the above(if literal) 
to the Ammonites wou'd have been] except that of Uriah; 
and furely the repentance and the puniſhment may well ob- 
literate that / but on the contrary, we have many in- 
ſtances of the merciful, loving, forgiving, kind diſpoſition of 
David.—Arenot Nabal,Saul, Jonathan, Abner, Mephiboſheth, 
Hanun, Abſalom, Jeruſalem (1 Chron. 21. 17) his Captains 
(1 Chron. 11. 19) I fay, are not theſe among the-proots that 
cruelty was not David's characteriſtic ? | 

But even ſuppoſing the puniſhment of the Ammonites 
to have been true in the ſenſe which I ſuppoſe many under- 
ſtand it, David's wrath cou'd not turn the wiſe, merciful, 
beneficient, j law of the bible into cruelty, oppreſſion, - 
and wickedneſs. As to the extirpatien of the Amalakites 
and Canaanites, &c. I look upon ſomething of the ſame 
Kind to be now going on in Europe. the pride, covetouſneſs, 
and oppreſſion of the late French government, has I believe 
drawn down the vengeance of God upon it; and folly, 
idolatry, impiety, pleaſures, whoredoms, &c. had ſo cor- 
rupted the ua of the nation, as ſtill to continue thoſe awful 
judgments upon the whole king dom. —whether we, conſider- 
Joy our ſuperior degree of light, are not full as bad as they 
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were, I cannot tell; however we ſeem at leaſt to be haſtening 


on tu that point; and we have already felt ſome pretty large 
drops of the ſtorm, which hath poured down upon them with 
ſuch aſtoniſhing, uncommon fury !—but I believe we ſhall 
not fo eſcape: this generation, I believe, will yet ſee human. 
blood lie upon Engliſh ground, as hath lately been ſeen upon 
French.—-for ours alſo have ſhut their eyes, and ſtopped 
their cars, and hardened their hearts like a flint! 

We read of one King of Canaan that confeſs'd he had 
cut off the thumbs and great toes of ſeventy Kings, and. put 
them under his table like dogs; and no doubt he had ſlain 
many of their ſubjects; now why ſhou'd not the befor of de- 


Atruction ſweep away an Adonibezek, a Sisera, a Sennacherib, 


a Benhadad, or a Belſhazzar, &c. as well as any modern 
Tyrant? or why ſhou'd Moſes, Joſhua, or David, &c. be 
reckoned more cruel than Mr. P. reckons Pichegru, or 
Mr. Burke, the Duke ot Vork? or at a proper period (Gen. 
18 and 19. Ch. Jud. 19. and 20.) why ſhou'd the ſcourge or 
executioner of a Nation, be reckoned worſe than a private 
hangman ? 

In the 14th and 15th pages Mr. P. gives us his notion 


of the term prophet; and becauſe there is one chapter in the 


bible which mentions prophefying with harps and cymbals, 
&c. he therefore aſſerts that wherever the word prophet is 
uſed in Scripture, it ought to be poet !—but it wou'd be juſt 
as wiſe and as true to fay, that becauſe ſome of the clergy in 
the Engliſh univerſities, or cathedrals, ſometimes ſing or 
chant, therefore all clergymen are nothing elſe but ſingers! 
—it is notorious that many words in ſcripture have different 
fignifications :—God, is ſometimes uſed for the Supreme Being, 
and ſometimes for a man :—worſhip, now for adoration,. then 
for civil or human. honour : —ever or everlaſting, one time: 
for eternity, another for a temporary period: — Angels, here: 
Spirits, there human preachers :—faith, now obedience, there: 


only afſent:—prayer,.in one place actions or works, in ano-- 


ther only words; prophet, in one . a preacher of 
righteouſneſs, in another a foreteller of future events; &c. 
Becauſe Abraham does not appear to have been a mu- 
ſician or poet, therefore, ſays. Mr. P, he is not call'd a pro- 
phet; but let him look Gen. 20. 7. and he will find the 
contrary. By the word ſong or Hnging in Scripture, F don't 
always underſtand what we now call. poetry ;. AT do I 
| elie ve. 
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believe it meant meaſured or numbered words among the 
prophets; but rather joy and exultation of heart expreſſed 
in proper language without any regard to either ryhme or 
blank verſe, it is an affront to common ſenſe to ſuppoſe that 
If. Jer. Ezek. and the reſt of the prophets, always utte ed 
their ſermons, threatnings, or predictions in any mode of 
ſpeech that may be juſtly compared with what we now call 
poetry :—as to muſic, I think we have not a ſingle intimation 
that any of the latter prophets cos A play on any inſtrument ; 
and as to his remark about „ the greater and the leſſer 
* prophets, ** I ſhou'd think that almoſt any ſchool-boy 
wou*d know it meant the longer and the /horter, or the larger 
and the ſmaller; and befides, the phraſe is not Scripture 
language, but only an addition of the tranſlators, by way of 
index or reference, : | 

In the 16th p. Mr. P. ridicules the idea of the new 
teſtament [or rather covenant, as it ought to be rendered. 
Jer. 31. 31. Heb. 12, 24.] — The matter is, that however 
God may have given or ſuffered changes in the outward 
government of civil or religious communities; yet the _— 
always remained the ſame: Enoch, Abraham, Moſes, David, 
and Jeremiah, &c. were faved by the ſame covenant or law. 
as Paul, Peter, James, or John, &c. and that was the law of 
«« juſtice, mercy, and humility ;** ſometimes call'd re- 
generation, perfection, uprightneſs, ſincerity, Iove, an honeſt 
and good heart, &. and this is the way or law by which 1 
believe even many who never heard of either our old or new 
covenants, have Babs made immortal. (Rom. 2.) = Human 
Parents give various laws and rules to their children at the 
different periods ef childhood, youth, and manhood ; but the 
eſſential, unalterable, indiſpenſible requiſite in all theſe 
ſtages is that natural affection or love which produces obe- 
dience accordivg to knowledge: ſo alſo God gives various 
outward forms to His children at different times and places, 
but they are all immortalized by the ſame law of loving God 
with all their heart and their neighbour as themſelves, and 
bringing forth the fruits proper to ſuch diſpoſitions. 

In che 17th p. our author caſts. a ſuſpicion upon the 
courage or reſolution of Chriſt, as if he conceal'd himſelf, 
and did not intend to have been apprehended or put to death; 
but ſurely never man give leſs occaſion for ſuch a reproach 
than the captain of chriſtians ; for he not only foretold his 


death 
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death long before, but even the very painful, ſhameful manner 
of it: and as his agony in the garden proves that his courage 
was not the fruit of a ſavage, nor yet of a divine, unfeeling 

nature, therefore his love to the truth, and reſolution to ſuffer 

for it, that he might by that means confirm his doctrine, and 
ſtrengthen and encourage his diſciples to follow him, appears 

to me the greater and more noble. 

In the next page Mr. P. is greatly offended with St. Paul, 
becauſe the latter, in ſpeaking upon a ſubject (which Mr. P. 
thinks beneath his notice to ſtudy,) does not expreſs him- 
ſelf to pleaſe him. To this railing language I ſhall only anſwer, 
that divine as well as human ſcience has fir principles; and 
it Mr. P. inſtead of libelling the bible wou'd embrace that 
rational wiſdom, humility, honeſty, ſelf-denial, philanthropy, 
and charity, &c. which are held up and inculcated throughout 
Paul's life and writings, as well as the reſt of the Scriptures, 
he wou'd learn in time the meaning, and ſee the truth and 
beauty of many parts which now appear falſe and deteſtable 
to him: and God is my witneſs, that I do not ſpeak this as a 
Parrot, but from long EXPERIENCE. As to what is ſaid 
in page 18, concerning the pre-exiſtence of. Jeſus Chriſt, L 
believe as little of it as Mr. P. does; excepting in the coun» 
ſel, foreknowledge, or pargoſs of God. 


P. 19. How much, or what parts of the books 


de called the New Teſtament, were written by the perſons 


« whoſe names they bear, is what we can know. nothing 


n | 

In, anſwer to thiz—1, They were certainly wrote by 
ſomebody. 2. No man can prove. that they are not 
really genuine, 
ſuch a ſelf-denying, humiliating nature, that the Authors of 
them cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed to bave done it. for 
the ſake of worldly intereſt, 4. The exhortations, pre- 


cepts, and commands contained in them, are more rational, 
benevolent, virtuous, and praiſe-worthy, than. any. other: 
code ar rule in the world- all centering in this focus, 


DO AS YE WOU'D BE DONE BY. 


5. The promiſes, encouragements, and rewards, are exceed-- 
ingly important; and infinitely ſuperior to thoſe of. Deiſm, 
Mahometaniſm, the preſent Judaiſm, Paganiſm, or Atheiſm. . 
6. Notwithſtanding the wicked lives of many profeſſors, yet 


the number of witneſſes who have borne a holy teſtimony to 


3. The doctrines. they contain are of 
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the truth of chriſtianity, ſince its firſt promulgation, even at 
the expence of liberty, property, and life, is exceedingly 
ſuperior to that of the martyrs for any other religion — 
7. The antichriſtian lives of our Clergy is no more a proof 
of the falſhood of chriſtianity, than the wickedneſs of man- 
kind in general is a proof againſt the being of a good God. 
3. and laſtly, The riches, honors, and pleaſures of this 
world, which we loſe or deny by embracing Chrif*s chriſ- 
tianity, are always vain,—often vexatious—frequently de- 
ſtructive and at beſt never worth a wiſe man's purſuit or 
acceptance. 

As to the doctrines and practices, whether Romiſh or 
Proteſtant, which are built upon the idea of a ſubſtituted 
{ufferer, or a vicarious facrifice, which Mr. P. talks about 
in p. 19 and 20, chriſtianity has nothing to do with them; 
they do not belong to it, any more than the tranſmigration 
of the Gentoos, or the laſcivious paradiſe of the Mahometans. 

In the next page, Mr. P. tells us, that © redemption is 
< fabulous; and that man ſtands in the ſame relative con- 
„ dition with his Maker he ever did ſtand ſince man exifted ; 
6 and that it is his greateſt conſolation to think ſo.“ 

Redemption is amongſt the words which have different 
ſignifications in Scripture, We read in the Moſaic law of 
redeeming both brute and human beings by /ub/titution ; 
as an aſs, with a lamb; or a fon, or a bond-ſervant, with 
money: but we read alſo, in almoſt every page of the old 
teſtament of another redemption, where nothing was paid or 
ſubſtituted ; ſuch were the redemptions of the Iſraelites out 
of the hands of Pharaoh, Cyrus, &c. &c. Now in the former 
ſenſe of the word, when applied to Chriſt, I believe with P. 
that redemption (by payment) is a fable: but in the latter 
ſenſe of the word I rejoice with Paul (Rom. 8. 2.) in free 
redemption by the ſpirit of God. Truly it is not by the 
teaching of man that I have found myſelf to be An out-law, 
„ an out-caſt, a beggar, a mumper, one thrown, as it were, 
* on a dunghill, at an immenſe diſtance from my Creator: 
No, I have indeed /eer it in Job, David, Agur, Ifaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Paul, &c. but I have FELT it in myfelf !— 
I have alſo had ſuch experience of the pride, covetouſneſs, op- 
preſſion, folly, &c. that covers the earth, as conſtrains me to 
think it a vain, undeſireable place; and though I do not de- 
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ſpiſe right wiſdom or reaſon, yet I cannot help heartily deſpiſ- 
ing that which moſt men call wiſdom; I mean, the faculty of 
getting riches, honours, pleaſures, luxuries, indulgences, &c. 
Yet I do not lay the baſeneſs and untowardneis of 
human nature upen the back of Adam ; but believe that 
natural birth is the firſt ſtage of a chriftian's progre/ive journey, 
as well with reſpect to the foul, as we ſee it is with reſpect 
to the body. At our exit from this life the earthy will return 
to earth, and the ſouls who by 2 continuance in well 
doing, ' have obtained immortality, will go to God, of 
Whoſe Nature or Spirit.they have been made partakers! 

As to praying to intermediate beings, even to Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, it does not — to chriſtianity : but certainly, in 
neceflity, to pray to God for rain or ſun after I have planted 
or ſown, has nothing in it more unreaſonable than my endea- 
vours by cultivation to change barren into fruitful ground ; 
which indeed God could have done without cultivation, but 
we ſee He hath not choſe it: —yet I am no advocate for 
either the length, or publicity, or ſtatedneſs of modern prayers. 

From p. 22. te 32. Mr. P. is chiefly employed in attempt- 
ing to prove that the viſible creation is a ſufficient revelation 
of God, and the only rational, and certain one that we have; 
and ſays, do we want to know what God is? ſearch not 
% the book called the ſcripture, which any human hand 
% might make, but the ſcripture called the Creation.“ p. 23. 

That the Creation which we behold is a proof or revela- 
tion of the wiſdom and power, and goodneſs of God, is no 
more than is aſſerted in various parts of the ſcriptures, 
but that it is the beſt, or a quite ſufficient help for all men 
to come to the knowledge of God, will not be granted. For 
notwithſtanding all the manifeſt bleſſings in this world, ſuch 
as light, heat, air, water, and all the animal and vegeta- 
ble productions, it is certain that there is much evil in it, 
both material and mental: there are tempeſts, earthquakes, 
fires, peſtilences, famine, &c. on the one hand; and war, 
envy, malice, pride, covetouſneſs, oppreſſion, murders, 
adulteries, &c. on the other. In ſhort, the ſtate of the 
world is ſuch, that if a man will a& a truly rational, 
friendly, patriotic part, doing in all things and to all men 
as he would be done by, he will as the Bible phraſes it, 
* make himſelf a prey.“ | 


Now 
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Now in the midſt of all this public and private robbery, 
fickneſs, poverty, deceit and devaſtation, not only among the 
human, but alfo among the innocent brute creation, what is 
there in the vi/ible creation that a humane, thinking man can 
rejoice in, or reſt himſelf upon? As to immortality, Mr. P. 
himſelf does not pretend that the viſible creation gives us any 
certainty of it; and for my own part, I do not believe that it 
furniſhes us with the leaft reaſonable hope of fuch an event. 
Some good Heathens, ſuch as Socrates, Epictetus, &c. I 
doubt not have had hopes full of immortality, not by con- 
templating the outward creation, but by an internal, mental 
revelation or communication of the goodneſs of God. And 
after all, how dare we deny Revelation? who can prove that 
much of the wiſdom which diſtinguiſhes an Alfred, a Wickliffe,. 
a Luther, a Newton or a Locke, &c. is not immediately com- 
municated ? and what is Revelation, but a ſpeedy communi-- 
cation (whether viſible or intellectual) ot ſomething divine, 


which before lay hid, and without the reach of natural. 
powers ? | 


1 believe, that even to this very day, God is as cer- 
tainly, and more ſenſibly, though not perhaps ſo univerſally, 
revealed to man in viſions or dreams, as in the viſible, ma- 
terial creation. God forbid, that I ſhould with to leſſen or 
depreciate that view of divinity which we have in the 
Creation; but certainly was all the dark parts thereof to 
be collected and deſcanted upon, as Mr. P. has done by 
revelation, the latter, with all its clouds, would be found 
to ſtand much above it. Neither do I confine what may 
properly be called revelation, to the Chriſtian, or Jewiſh 
diſpenſations: I believe that God hath made known His 
will in a ſupernatural manner to particular good men in all- 
ages and nations, by means of His inviſible agents, which 
we commonly call angels or ſpirits, and by the Heathens 
were called Dæmons; and theſe wiſe and good men, called 
ſaints, or philoſophers, were again revealers of the truth, or 
the will of God, to their inferior or ſubordinate fellow-mortals- 
as Mr. Paine himſelf profeſſes to be in his various publi- 
cations ; and eſpecially in this Age of Reaſon.”” 


Now that there are foohſl Philoſophers, and counterfeit- 
Saints, and falſe Revelations; is no more an argument. 


againſt wiſdom and truth in all ſuch profeſſors or appearances,. 
than 
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than a Fop or a fine Lady is a proof againſt the exiſtence of 
a Quaker, or an over-aſking Hawker againſt the being of a 
perſon who fixes his price at one word, or a Cock-Lane ghoſt 
againft the probity of a Brutus er a Mompeſſon, &c. In ſhort, 
though experience teaches that ſelſiſnneſs is much more com- 
mon than friendſhip, and covetouſneſs than generoſity, and 
luxury or indulgence than fſelf-denial, and profeſſors than 
chriſtians, and place-men than patriots, and opprefſion than 
juſtice, and pride than humility, and law than equity, &c.— 
yet ſtill, the great majority which there is on the firſt fide in 
all theſe inſtances, will not induce any candid, ſenfible man 
to ſay that there is no minority at all: but I am fully con- 
vinced that the arguments, evidences, and proofs of Revela- 
tion, ſtand upon as ſure a foundation as that there is any truth 
or juſtice, or mercy, or humility, or honeſty. &c. in the world. 
In p. 32. Mr. P. cenſures the ſtudy of the dead, or what 
are commonly called the learned languages: and no doubt 
there 18 a great waſte of time and money that way, What 
buſineſs has a preacher of the plain, ſimple goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt ts beſtow his labour in ſearching out the imaginations. 
of Homer, the eloquence of Cicero, or the poetry of Virgil ? 
Did Moſes or Chriſt ſend their followers to ſearch for wiſdom 
among the heathen ſyſtems ?- Alas, what a contraſt there is. 
between the conduct of God in His choice of meſſengers or 
preachers, as recorded in the ſcriptures, and the practice of 
our Biſhops lin chuſing or preparing theirs ! Is it becauſe 
«© there is not a God in England, that they ſend them to 
& inquire of the gods of Greece and Rome? Oh, what 
multitudes of poor ignorant, illiterate, ſtupid, ſottiſh men, 
women and children, might have been taught to read and. 
write Engliſh, and to retuſe the evil, and chuſe the good, 
if the time and money which has been ſpent in ſtudying, 
tranſlating, and printing the Greet and Roman Poets, Mytho- 
logiſts, and Orators, had been laid out m the ſupport of 
free-ſchools, ' upon a proper plan I—and if we was to add to 
that, the enormous ſum which has been thrown away upon 
printing and acting the works of our own Heathen poets, - 
ſuch as Shakeſpeare, Milton, &c. and ſpend the whole in 
the practice of “ doing as we would be done unto,“ or, 
© loving God with all our hearts, and our neighbours as our- 
6 ſelves,” we might convert this wicked, wretched land 


into 
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into a garden of Eden; and priſons, poor-houſes, and hoſpi- 
tals, would become uſeleſs buildings. Certainly, neither the 
wit, the eloquence, nor even the rational ſentiments in ſuch 
writings, whether ancient or modern, can ſtand in competi- 
tion with the gain of cloathing the naked, feeding the hun- 
gry, inſtructing the ignorant, and preſerving our poor bre- 
thren from crimes and puniſhments. 


In the next page, Mr. P. again rakes together fome of 
the heatheniſm of modern r and I ſhall again an- 
ſwer by charging him with being diſingenuous in accufing 
revelation with what does not belong to it For certainly 
he cannot be ignorant that the doctrines of the Trinity, 
Atonement, Imputed Righteoufneſs, &c. are rejected by ſome; 
as well as tranſubſtantiation, and purgatory, &c. are by others. 

It is ſhameful in a man like M; Paine, who profeſſes 
liberality of ſentiment, to abuſe chriſtianity becaufe of the 
dirt thrown upon her by her falſe friends. 


Page 34. If the belief of errors not morally bad did 
& no miſchief, it would make no part of the moral duty of 
man to oppoſe and remove them.“ 


I believe all error is either pofitively or negatively evil. 
Tt either makes us actually bad, or elfe hinders our advance 
in goodneſs : but, no doubt, there is a great difference in the 
effects or influence of errors. Some people are miſtaken in 
their ideas of Sunday, and of eating blood; but.their bondage 
or loſs on theſe accounts 1s nothing when compared with the 
miſchief which others receive from falſe notions of baptiſm ;. 
the Lord's ſupper ; the atonement and imputed righteouſneſs. 
of Chriſt, or the viſitation and burial ſervices, &c,. When 
a man believes that he was regenerated by being baptized ;. 
(no matter whether by ſprinkling or dipping) or that by 
eating conſecrated bread and wine he receives the body and 
blood of Chriſt; (no matter whether lite rally or figuratively): 
or, that the Death of Chriſt paid his debt of ſin, and the 
goodneſs of Chriſt qualified him for heaven ; or, that the 
abſolution or affirmation of a parſon inveſts him in all the- 
privileges of the new covenant; I ſay theſe errors are infi- 
nitely more dangerous than the thinking one day, or one 
ſort of meat better or worſe than another. 


In 
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i- In note, page 35, Mr. P. ſays, © All the corruptions 
he te that have taken place in theology, and in religion, have 
ch e been produced by admitting of what man calls revealed 
He 66 religion. . | 
mA If it is right to reje the uſe of every thing that has 
mm been, and is abuſed, I know not one thing in the creation 
that we ought to retain : but can either this Author, or any 
of other enemy of revelation, produce either communities or 
n· individuals of their own way of thinking, ſuperior, or early 
ug ezual in number and virtue, or real goodneſs to the ad vocates 
ly and ſufferers for revelation ? begin at what period they 
7. chuſe, and bring the reckoning down to the preſent time. 
e; No, reſpectable as Deiſm is in compariſon with Atheiſm 
8 or prefligate ſuperſtition, it will appear very diminutive and 
es dark by the ſide of genuine Judaiſm or Chriſtianity, whether 
he. we look upon quality or quantity of merit. | 
And how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? - an infant - ſtate of 
id virtue may indeed be its own ſufficient reward ?— ſobriety, 
of chaſtity, common-honeſty, temperance, and induſtry, receive 


mw Pay : and let us go on a ſtage further, to what I will 
call a ſtare of youthful! virtue, wherein a man labours for 
the good of his neighbour, or the community, or the world 
ha. at large, without the view of receiving gifts, places, penſions, 
or any other return than the applauſe of his own mind, and 
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— the thanks and eſteem of his fellow- creatures; ſome we have 
* I believe that have got thus far, and J look for Mr. Paine 
"IP himſelf among this claſs : but revealed religion, which he ſo . 
14 much deſpiſes, goes far beyond this ;---the ſelf denying, ſuf- 
0 fering, full-grewn, divine virtue ſet before us in the Scrip- 
1. MW tures, can find no ſoil deep and rich enough for it to take root | 
y in but the garden of revelation. | 
nd | Suppoſe we take a ſhort view of the two prophets which 

y) Mr. Paine quotes, Iſaiah and Jeremiah: where ſhall we find | 
he either in the annals of England or France, two men who ſpoke | 
he to the Kings, the Nobles, and people of theſe countries with | 
he that courage, ſeverity, truth and plainneſs which zhey did to 
fi- the Kings and Lords of Judea ? Where ſhall be found- | 
ne two men ſuffering and labouring ſo much in fo meritorious 


a cauſe as the deſtruction of oppreſſion and the relief of the 
ob poor, and yet hated, flandered and perſecuted by the peor 
In themſelves as well as the rich? We find Jeremiah ſome- 
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times in the ſtocks; then in priſon; next in a dark, deep, 
miry dungeon; another time in the midſt of the multitude 
thteatning to kill him; another while the King, ſeeking him 
probably for the ſame purpoſe; and in another place we find 
him declaring that he had not injured or wrong'd any man, 
but on the contrary, had pray*d to God for their good, and 
ſought their peace, and yet every one of them curſed him ; 
and he himſelf in the agony and bitterneſs of his ſoul wiſh- 
ing that he had never been born! and yet 1till he acts the 
faithful part both to God and them, by telling them truths 
which they hated, and continually beat and impriſoned him 
for.—and this faithful, ſuffering, ſelf-denying conduct theſe 
two prophets continued, I think more than forty years each. 
And the fame noble ſpirit is manifeſt throughout all the 
Scriptures, Old and New. 


Some men will take much pains, and run great riſks for 
profit, - ſome again for power, and ſome for fame or friend- 
ſhip ; but when a man has none of theſe inducements before 
him, but on the contrary, poverty, perſecution, pain, and 
the hatred or contempt of all parties, he requires for ſup- 
port a nearer ſight of God, and a more intimate connection 
with Him than can be had by the medium of the wi/ible creation. 
— Truly, I ſpeak by experience — for having myſelf volun- 
tarily ſuffered for conſcience ſake, the loſs of wife, children, 
friends, fortune, reputation, eaſe, pleaſure, and every thing 
that was dear to me in this world, | know the proviſion that 
is neceſſary in travelling that road: and I alſe know how 
much more benign and cheering the doctrine of revelation is 

I mean an immediate communication between God, or His 

pirit, and the Soul; and alſo a continual providential, or 
outward interference] than the tedious, diſtant one of ſearch- 
ing Him out iu abſtruſe ſtudies, In the former ſcheme, an 
heneſt, upright, holy heart, which 1s as eaſy to the plough- 
man as the prince, prepares an immediate reſidence for a 
ſpirit of God ; in the latter caſe, (of approaching God by 
learning) how many millions are inevitably ſhut out from 
Him all their lives ! | | 

Page 39. The Quakers have contracted their religion 
too much by leaving the works of God out of their ſyſtem. 
„% Though I reverence their philanthropy, I cannot help 
«« ſmiling at the conceit, that if the taſte of a Quaker 2 

| «© have 
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have been conſulted at the creation, what a filent, and 
drab- coloured creation it would have been ! not a flower 
would have bloſſom'd its gaieties, nor a bird” been per- 
mitted to ſing.” 


In this paſſage Mr. P. intimates that every production 
nature ought to be cheriſhed and brought into uſe by us: 
Low if that is really his meaning, I defire to know what 
tuation he would allot to bugs and fleas aud rats and mice, 
ith ny other beings in the creation which every body 
lows to be either noxious or uſeleſs ? The libertine and the 
nſualiſt alſo carry our Author's idea into the mental crea- 
on, and ſay why did God implant theſe paſſions and ap- 
-tites in us, but that we ſhou'd gratify them ?---but I ſup- 
ſe Mr. P. will not allow this extenſion of the argument; 
r he confeſſes in page 25. that we cannot find out the ways 
works of God to perfection; but then, if pernicious and 
eleſs matters, whether animate or inanimate, ought to be 
froy'd; and alſo paſſions and affections of the mind which 
e contrary to reaſon, and hurtful to ſociety, ſuch as envy, 
alice, covetouſneſs, revenge, pride, luſt, idleneſs, intem- 
rance, &c. 1 ſay, if evil beaſts ought to be killed, evil 
eds burat, and evil paſſions rooted out, does not this con- 
ſhon allow and enjoin me to uſe my reaſon in judging of the 
lue or fitneſs of every part of the creation? Food and rat- 
ent and wiſdom are neceſſary to man, but every part of the 


ible creation is not neceſſary ; no matter to us how or why 
ey came here. g 


Though Mr. P. Heat highly of philanthropy, which 
but a faſhionable name for love or brotherly-kindneſs, which 
as 1t were the very ſoul of the Bible, even from Geneſis to 
velations ; yet we ſee in the above paſſage how far ſhort 
comes of that deſpiſed book in practice! the prophets and 
oſtles in order to lay a proper foundation for philanthropy, - 
ached temperance and ſelf-denial; for if a man indulges - 
nſelf in ſuperfluities, he is not likely to have much to ſpare 
his neighbour's neceſſities, A fine Lady will ſay, God 
de pearls and diamonds, as well as flowers and ſinging- 
ds; and therefore ſhe will raiſe her rents and ſtop her cha- 
ble ſubſcriptions, in order to buy them; and the lower 
lers will make uſe of fimilar means in order to polleſs pots 

lowers, and cages of ſinging birds. B 
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times in the ſtocks; then in priſon; next in a dark, deep, 
miry dungeon; another time in the midſt of the multitude 
threatning to kill him; another while the King, ſeeking him 
probably tor the ſame purpoſe; and in another place we find 
him declaring that he hal not injured or wrong'd any man, 
but on the contrary, had pray'd to God for their good, and 
ſought their peace, and yet every one of them curſed him ; 
and he himſelf in the agony and bitterneſs of his ſoul wiſh- 
ing that he had never been born! and yet 1till he acts the 
faithful part both to God and them, by telling them truths 
which they hated, and continually beat and impriſoned him 
for.—and this faithful, ſuffering, ſelf-denying conduct theſe 
two prophets continued, I think more than forty years each, 
And the ſame noble ſpirit is manifeſt throughout all the 
Scriptures, Old and New. 


Some men will take much pains, and run great riſks for 
profit, - ſome again for power, and ſome for fame or friend- 
ſhip ; but when a man has none of theſe inducements before 
him, but on the contrary, poverty, perſecution, pain, and 
the hatred or contempt of ell parties, he requires for ſup- 
port a nearer ſight of God, and a more intimate connection 
with Him than can be had by the medium of the vile creation. 
Truly, I ſpeak by experience — for having myſelt- volun- 
tarily ſuffered for conſcience ſake, the loſs of wife, children, 
friends, fortune, reputation, eaſe, pleaſure, and every thing 
that was dear to me in this world, 13 the proviſion that 
is neceſſary in travelling that road: and I alſe know how 
much more benign and cheering the doctrine of revelation is 

I mean an immediate communication between God, or His 

pirit, and the Soul; and alſo a continual providential, or 
outward interference] than the tedious, diſtant one of ſearch- 
ing Him out in abſtruſe ſtudies. In the former ſcheme, an 
heneſt, upright, holy heart, which is as eaſy to the plough- 
man as the prince, prepares an immediate reſidence for a 
ſpirit of God ; in the latter caſe, (of approaching God by 
learning) how many millions are inevitably ſhut out from. 
Him all their lives ! | | 

Page 39. The Quakers have contracted their religion. 
„% too much by leaving the works of God out of their ſyſtem. 
“Though I reverence their philanthropy, I cannot help 
* ſmiling at the conceit, that if the taſte of a Quaker _ 

| «© have 
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e have been conſulted at the creation, what a filent, and 
« drab-coloured creation it would have been ! not a flower 
would have bloſſom'd its gaieties, nor a bird” been per- 
+ mitted to ſing.“ 


In this paſſage Mr. P. intimates that every production 
f nature ought to be cheriſhed and brought int» uſe by us: 
Now if that is really his meaning, I defire to know what 
ituation he would allot to bugs and fleas and rats and mice, 
vith _ other beings in the creation which every body 
allows to be either noxious or uſeleſs ? The libertine and the 
enſualiſt alſo carry our Author's idea into the mental crea- 
ion, and ſay why did God implant theſe paſſions and ap- 
petites in us, but that we ſhou'd gratify them ?---but I ſup- 
oſe Mr. P. will not allow this extenſion of the argument; 
or ke confeſſes in page 25. that we cannot find out the ways 
dr works of God to perfection; but then, if pernicious and 
ſeleſs matters, whether animate or inanimate, ought to be 
eftroy'd; and alſo paſſions and affections of the mind which 
re contrary to reaſon, and hurtful to ſociety, ſuch as envy, 
nalice, covetouſneſs, revenge, pride, luſt, idleneſs, intem- 
derance, &c. I ſay, if evil beaſts ought to be killed, evil 
eeds burat, and evil paſſions rooted out, does not this con- 
eſſion allow and enjoin me to uſe my reaſon in judging of the 
alue or fitneſs of every part of the creation? Food and rai- 
ient and wiſdom are neceſſary to man, but every part of the 


iſible creation is not neceſſary ; no matter to us how or why 
hey came here. 


Though Mr. P. feaks highly of philanthropy, which 
but a faſhionable name for love or brotherly-kindneſs, which 
as 1t were the very ſoul of the Bible, even from Geneſis to 
evelations ; yet we ſee in the above paſſage how far ſhort 
e comes of that deſpiſed book in practice] the prophets and 
poſtles in order to lay a proper foundation for philanthropy, - 
reached temperance and ſeli-denial ; for if a man indulges - 
imſelf in ſuperfuities, he is not likely to have much to ſpare 
dr his neighbour's neceſſities. A fine Lady will ſay, God 
ade pearls and diamonds, as well as flowers and ſinging- 
irds; and therefore ſhe will raiſe her rents and ſtop her cha- 
table ſubſcriptions, in order to buy them; and the lower 
ders will make uſe of fimilar means in order to poſleſs pots 
| flowers, and cages of ſinging birds. 3 

; ut 
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But Paul, of whom Mr. P. ſpeaks ſo contemptibly, acted 
upon a different 4 ; he not only wrought hard and liv'd 
low, and gave all he cou'd to his needy brethren, out of his 
own earnings; but he alſo preached in ſuch a powerful, earn- 
eſt manner to others, that the idols and vanities of the rich 
were converted into neceſſaries for the poor, and he was call'd 
** A turner of the world upſide down.“ —It was the ſame 
noble, divine ſpirit that actuated the primitive Quakers, and 
brought them nearer to God than many other ſocieties of 
chriſtians : they did not judge of things by their gay appear- 
ance, but like God and His Chriſt, they weigh'd the ſterling, 
intrinſic value of them. Iſa, 55. 2. John 7. 24. Tit. 3.14. 


In ſhort, God hath provided in this world, a portion for 
man and for beaſt —for the wiſe and the fooliſh ; and it is 
the buſineſs of the former to ſhew their parentage by chuſing 
the good and refuſing the evil. The poor woman who gives 
a farthing may be higher in the favor of God, than the fine 
Lady who gives a guinea; and the poor man who lays out a 
penny 1n a plaiſter image, may be as culpable as the gentle- 
man who lays out a hundred pounds in a marble ſtatue : and 
this is a great beauty of the chriſtian religion, which reduces 
riches as it were to nothing, and raiſes poverty to a throne, 
Oh! for another effuſion of that noble, humble, bold, wiſe, 
difintereſted, zealous, excellent, ſelf-denied, loving ſpirit, 
that ſhone ſo bright in the prophets and apoſtles, of both the 
old and new covenants; and alſo among the primitive Qua- 
kers, and in many other ſpiritual children of God, in various 
countries and times. 


From page 40. to 47, Mr. P. gives us a theory of-the 
ſun and planets, and the vifible heavens, according to the 
preſent ſyſtem of Aſtronomy; and this ſeems to be his ſtrong- 
eſt Fort, in which he is confident of maintaining himſelf 
againſt all the proofs, arguments, and efforts, of revealed 
religion. h 

In one part of his book Me. P. thinks it reaſonable to 
reject the evidence of Chriſt's reſurrection, becauſe [He /ays] 
not more than about 8 or 9 perſons were witneſſes to it; 
but I fincerely declare, that if only 2 or 3 men of ſuch ſenſe 
and probity as I believe Sir Iſaac Newton to have been, 
were ſolemnly to affure me that by the power of God they 
had been carried to the planets, &c. and that they SO — 
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inhabited like ours, and of the ſame ſizes as commonly 
ſuppoſed; and had eat, drank, cloathed themſelves, and 
converſed with the people there for two or three years toge- 
ther; and finally, if they was to raiſe the dead, give ſight 
to the blind, and ftrength to the lame, &c. in confirmation 
ot their report; I ſay, in this caſe, I would certainly be- 
lieve their teſtimony. 


That we have ſome knowledge of the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, is clear; and it is alſo poible that not only 
the planets of our ſyſtem may be inhabited, but others beyond 
it; yet certainly that does not belong to our preſent 
buſineſs. That God knows an uſe for every thing that He 
has made, cannot be denied ; but it is full as clear that 
there are many things in the creation that are of no uſe to me. 
Mr P. like many others, (and none more than our own 
oppreſſors) has lofty ideas of the Zenefirs, which Aſtronomy 
and Navigation have procured us; but for my own part, I 
have for many years paſt viewed things in a very different 
light ; and believe, that the preſent exceſs of trade, naviga- 
tion, and ſome other fooliſh purſuits, has had the ſame effect 
upon the nation, as an excels of ſtrong liquor has upon an 
individual,-they have made us drunk, dirty, bloody, 
and mad ! 


Who can prove that either we or the Africans and 
Eaſt Indians are better and happier than we were before the 
trade between us took place? —Some foreign articles are in- 
deed by cuſtom become ſo neceſſary to us, that it would be 
a very great croſs to be zow deprived of them, but I am 
perſuaded that we are not better but worſe, both in body 
and mind, than before we had them. Alas, what an im- 
menſe deſtruction of lives, morals, and property does foreign 
trade continually occafion ! and after a ſailor or ſoldier has 
ſpent 20 or 30 years in traverſing the various parts of the 
globe, how far are they generally below a plowman, or a 
farmer, in point of real happineſs, with all their knowledge? 


Mr. P. is a profeſſed republican— a democrat— an 
equality-man ; now I think ſentiments like them, ſhou'd in- 
duce him to be more favorable to the doctrine of revelation :;—— 


the prophets and apoſtles ſhew us a way to God open to the 


reft and moſt unlearned men; but if we are to diſcard the 


Bible, and to have no other way of coming at God than by 
SES | Science 
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down the two awful judgments of Plague and Fire, upon the 
of 3 and his endeavours by ſuch means to cruſh 


| ſtances of thoſe poor wretches who drank themſelves to death 
at a Diſtiller's in the Riot of 1780. 


And the practice of moral truti, or in other words a prae- 
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Sctence=by Microſcopes and Teleſcopes— by Globes and Or. 


reries—by eclipſes and tranſits—by attraction and repulſion— 


by triangles and right angles— by chords and fulcrums— by 
ſines and tangents, &c. &c. I ſay, if this is the on!y way to 
find out God, poor men have little chance! ſuch a road is 
as impoſſible to them as the Univerſity one of Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew. But if Mr. P. ſays that they who have not 
money to buy books, and inſtruments, or time and talent; 
for ſtudy, ſhou'd take their word that have; in that caſe, tis 
probable we ſhou*d ſoon have Planetarian creeds as abſurd as 
Trinitarian ones; and ſo it wou'd only be changing one 
fable for another, and getting a Newtonian inſtead of an 
Athanaſian Anathema. 

But what good change have we ſeen in the world ſince 
the laſt aſtronomical diſcoveries? Have the times been gra- 
dually growing better? Certainly we have as much of what 
is generally call'd natural knowledge as any nation; and no 
doubt ſuch men as Mr. Pitt, Mr Dundas, Mr. Burke, Lord 
Grenville, and the majority of the two houſes of parliament, 
muſt know both the little and the great of the creation as well 
as the bulk of mankind can ever expect to do; but has this 
knowledge taught them JUSTICE, MERCY, and HUMI- 
LITY ? no; we have indecd made an aſtoniſhing improve- 
ment in the arts of taxing and funding; raiſing ſoldiers; build- 
ing men of war and playhouſes, and ſetting-up Lords and 
equipages; but as to the goſpel cuſtoms of loving God with 
all our hearts, and our neighbours as ourſelyes; or doing 
unto all men as we wou'd have them do to us, I believe they 
were never more out of faſhion ſince the profligate, perſecu- 
ting, oppreſſive Reign of the Second Charles; which brought 


teat of the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet. 
In page 46, Mr. P. takes another fling at the corruption 


revelation altogether, are juſt as candid as if Mr. Pitt or Mr. 


Burke was to produce as a ſpecimen of all reformers, the in- 


Page 48. Religion, being the belief of a God, and 
© the practice of moral truth, cannot have any myſtery in 
«© it, The belief of a God, is of all beliefs the moſt eaſy. 


— We 
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© tical imitation of the moral goodneſs of God, is no ether 
e than acting towards each other, as He acts benignly 
„ towards all.“ 

Mr. P. being determined to reject revelation, ſeeks to 
prove that we have no need of it. He brings to my memory 
ſome I have heard endeavour to prove the way to God as 
eaſy by truſting in Chriſt's death and righteouſneſs, as this 
Author does by ſtudying nature. They are both equally 
politive, and both wrong, in the oppoſite extremes. How 
often do we ſee the wicked devouring the man that is more 
righteous than himſelf? In ſhort, both ſacred and profane 
hiſtory, and our own experience, are inſtances to prove that 
God often ſuffers the wicked to paſs through life proſper- 
ouſly ; and the righteous on the contrary to be fed with the 
bread of adverſity, and the water of affliction. Now there is 
no other way to make theſe diſpenſations comport with the 
juſtice and goodneſs of God, than by internal ſupport or 
revelation, and immortality The firſt of theſe ways Mr. P. 
denies ; and he does not pretend that the ſtudy of nature can 
aſſure him of the other. Indeed, I am perſuaded that God 
doth often teach and help ſome in a ſupernatural manner that 
are not aware of it, and therefore do not acknowledge it, 


Though we certainly know that the things before us 
were not made by any Being that we ſee; and further that 
they bear undoubled marks of deen, and we may therefore 
very reaſonably conclude that there is an inviſible Being that 
made them; yet we are certain from the ſtate of mankind in 
general, that theſe truths ſtrike with very little foree upon 
moſt mens minds; neither have we ever ſeen a faith of this 
ſort that has produc*d effects equal to revelation. — Mr, P. 
rejects the account of Chriſt's reſurrection becauſe ſo few 
ſaw it, and becauſe he did not ſee it himſelf; now the 
Atheiſt will juſt do the tame by Mr. P. he will ſay to him, if 
there is a God, why does he not few himſelf ?---and he will 
bring many arguments to prove that the world as we ſee it 
does not manifeſt a wiſe, juſt, and goed Being. | 

Even ſome nations that have own'd a God, have yet 
had very dreadful, diſparaging notions of Him: and indeed 
I need not ſearch antiquity, or go to pagan nations for ſuch 
an inſtance ; our own country, even Great Britain, in her 
doctrines of atonement and eternal torment, may vie with any 


Molech 
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and 2. by a ſhow-man, or a Jugler, I underſtand a perſon 


[theſe works to be as truly creations, or changes of nature, as 
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Molech upon earth! Revelation therefore, is not a bleſſing 
only, becauſe it gives us a much greater aſſurance of the bein 
of a God than the viſible creation can; but further, becauſe 
it gives us a cloſer and more perfect view of Him and His 
nature and His will ; and ſmooths the rough, lightens the dark 
and ftraitens the crooked places in Nature and Providence, 


From Page 49 to 52. Mr. P. employs his wit and effront- 
ery not only againſt the exiſtence, but almoſt the very poſli- 
bility of a divine miracle. 


He ſets out with relating the various wonderful things 
that may be performed vwitbia the courſe or powers of nature, 
ſuch as the Balloon, Electricity, Magnetiſm, and the refto- | 
ration of drowned perſons. He then mentions mechanical, I 
optical, and flight-of-hand deceptions; and ſays to this effect, 
4 Since then, appearances are ſo often deceitful, it wou'd 
not become God to perform miracles by any perſon left the 
& people ſhou'd on that account ſuſpect him for an impoſtor, and 
« his doctrine for a lie.“ but will not ſuch arguing operate 
againſt any writing or preaching at all? when God ſent 
Moſes to Pharaoh, to what purpoſe was the jane of his 
demand ? many preachers are liars I ſuppoſe you are 
one——and I will not let Iſrael go, I don't believe you 
come from Ged. And the ſame to Authors. 


Page 51. Whenever recourſe is had to ſhew, for the 
<« purpoſe of procuring belief (and a miracle, under any idea 
« of the word, is a ſhow,) it implies a lameneſs or weakneſs 
« in the doctrine preached :;—and it is degrading the 
„ Almighty into the character of a ſhow-man, playing tricks 
% to make the people ſtare and wonder. | 


In the firſt place, to work a miracle in ſupport of a 
doctrine, implies only a weakneſs in the peoples underflandings, 
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who endeavours to make appearances paſs for realities ; but 
when God divided the Red Sea, and Jordan, I look upon 


when He ff made the waters: and we have no ground, nei- 
ther from revelation or reaſon, to ſay that God will never 
alter the preſent courſe of nature, or the ſtate of this viſible 
creations | 3 
2 ibid 
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ibid. Suppoſe I were to ſay, that when I ſat down 
6e to write this book, a hand preſented itſelf in the air, 
e took up the pen, and wrote every word that is herein 
written; wou'd any body believe me? certainly thcy 
„ wou'd not. Wou'd they believe me a whit the more 
if the thing had been a fact? certainly they wou'd not.”? 
But if the fact had been done before 500 credible 
Ewitnefles (or even a much leſs number) I think any pen 
ſon who refuſed it credit, wou'd have been inexcuſable. 
| ibid. We have never ſeen, in our time, nature go 
out of her courſe, but we have good reaſon to believe 
« that millions of lies have been told in the ſame time; 
ce it is therefore at leaſt millions to one, that the reporter 
« of a miracle tells a lie.“ 
and Though ſuch frequent and ſtupendous miracles as 
rate were done at the comme cement of the Moſaic and 
ſent {chriſtian diſpenſations, have not been ſeen in our time, 
his yet I am fully pe ſuaded by reaſonable teſtimony aud 
| are evidence, that nature hath truly and miracuiouſly 
you gone out of her courſe?” in this city of London, as 
ſurely as that it now ſtands.---How 3 it appears 
the that Mr. P. ſhou'd call Chriſt an amiable, virtuvus, 
idea moral man; and yet call all aſſertors of miracles, jug- 
neſs lers or liars ?---for Chriſt himſelf reſted his truth aud 
the miſſion upon the evidence or ſtrength of his miracles. 
leks | Mr. P..next makes himſelf merry by jeſting upon 
the prophet Jonah and the whale; which is ancther in- 
of a ſtance of the real light in which he looks upon Chriſt ; 
„ vho in the goſpel refers three times to that circum- 
ſtance. I know not whether Mr. P. means to intimate 
pon by the favourable character he gives of Chriſt, that he 
- as divides his morality from his miracles; putting the former 
nei. to Chriſt's own account, and the latter to the invention 
ever Hof the Evangeliſts. Such a thing ſeems impoſſible to me 
fible - -they muſt either ſtand or fall together. For my own 
| part, I ſee nothing more impoſſible nor incredible in this 
ibid FW miracle than in any other recorded in the ſc iptures, 
and I believe it to be true. 11 
| The 
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The next miracle that Mr. P. exerciſes his wit upon 
is the temptation of Chriſt on the temple and mountain, 
Upon this record, I will firſt premiſe that I am fully 
aſſured in my own mind, from what I have experienced 
in dreams or viſions, and alſo froin other means of infor- 
mation, that there are both good and evil inviſible be- 
ings attendant upon this world; and beſides fa#s, I ſeeff 
nothing more unaccountable or unreaſonable in the ſup- 

fitron that God ſhould create or ſuffer ſuch, than that 
He ſhould create or ſuffer viible evil beings, ſuch as 
wicked men and women, wild beaſts, ſerpents, mad 
dogs, &c. &c. I believe both the one and the other are 
continually circumſcribed by His Providence or ſubordi- 
nate Government. In the next place, I believe that Jeſus 
Chriſt was mentally tempted by ſuggeſtions from an in- 
viſible, evil ſpirit, as myſelf and multitudes of other i 
have been ;---that there was no force put upon his body, 
but he went up the Tower of the 'lemple, and to the 
top of the Mountain as his inclination led him, or his 
reaſon directed him; (we know it was formerly much 
the cuſtom of the Jews to frequent deſerts, and high ot 
lofty places for prayer and meditation.)---I believe that 
no illuſive ſcene or repreſentation paſſed before his eyes, 
but a mental, internal temptation to pride, &c. founded 
upon the knowledge which he had of his being the 
Mefſhah :---even in the garden he intimated what was iſ 
then in his power, by ſaying to Peter © thinkeſt thou 
ic that I cannot now pray tomy Father and He will im- 
dc mediately give me more than 12 legions of angels?“ 
As to the phraſes ** led,” „ driven, „ taken up,” Il 
believe they have not the leaſt reference to any force 
uſed upon his body. | = 

As it hath been the caſe with ſome to write in poetry, 
ſo others, from the earlieſt account of time even to this 
day, have choſe to convey their ſentiments in hierogly- 
phics, metaphors, parables, allegories, and fables ; and 
this cuſtom prevailed particularly in the Eaſt : it is ſtrange 


therefore, that men of _ ſhould find fault with the 
r 


prophets and apoſtles for 


equently making uſe of 
Fgurative expreſſions, | 


8 


n Page g2. In every point of view, in which theſe 
fully & things called miracles can be placed and conſidered, 


ed!“ the reality of them is improbable, and their evidence 
inf, is (7 unneceſſary. They wou'd not, as before obſerved, 
” "wh « anſwer any uſeful purpoſe, even if they were true;. 
© De Mee for it is more difficult to obtain belief to a miracle, than 


2 lee M.. to a principle evident'y moral, without any miracle. 
5 “% Moral principle ſpeaks univertally for itſelf.“ 
* - To hear a man aſſert in this dogmatical manner, 


things which are contrary to ou own feelings, and to the 
common testimony of mankind from the remoteſt antiquity, 
ſtrikes us as it were dumb, We ſcarce know how to. 
begin an anſwer ; it is like having to prove that black is 


mad 


er are 
bordi- 


J * black, or that white is white. 

1 When Moſes brought the Iſraelites out of Egypt, it 
body, N was neceſſary to enact laws for their ſocial government; 
5 10 and was not the diviſion of the Red Sea a great induce- 
or his ment to their ready acquieſcence in many inſtances that 


probably was not agreeable to ſome of them, tho' really 
beneficial for the community? All capacities are not 
capable of underſtanding many. moral truths; and ſome 
that do underſtand, don't lite them. 

Suppoſe I was to take thoſe words which Mr. P. puts 
in the mouth of the A'mighty as a command to man, 
p. 30, learn from my munificence to all, to be kind to 
e each other, and repeating them to my rich neigh- 
our as a ſelf-evident, moral principle, intreat him to lend 


much 
igh or 
> that 
eyes, 
unded 
g the 
t was 
| thou 


- 15 an honeſt man a ſum of money, which the one greatly 
ey. [| wanted, and the other could well ſpare ;---I ſhould have 
Bu as little hope of ſucceeding, as Mr. P. in procuring credit 


to the hand-writing, which he mentions p. 51. but if 
he Almighty gave me power to work miracles as a confir- 
mation that He lent me; or an authoriry to offer the rich 
an any evidence of that ſort, he required, then I ſhould 
not have the leaſt doubt of ſucceeding in my errand. 
Mr. P. acknowledges that the Almighty can make a 
real revelation to man if He pleaſes; now ſuppoſe He 
was to command twelve men, ſuch as Mr. P. to go, two 
ogether, to the fix crown'd heads, now at war with 
B 2 France 


„ 
France, and warn them ſeverally, up*n pain of His diſ- 
pleaſure and the loſs of their Armies, Fleets, and Lives, 


immediately to deſiſt, and acknowledge the French Re- 
public e perſuaded that Mr. P. will not ſay their 


obedience to ſuch a meſſage wou'd be contrary to the 


principles of morality, and be without an internal, imme- 
diate force or light upon their minds, he wou'd not ex- 
pet them to obey it. but ſuppoſe further, that God 
was to give theſe 12 men power to raiſe the dead, or to 
do any other miracle that the Kings might require as a 
proof of their miſhon; Mr P. wou'd then certainly ſet out 
upon his journey with a very different proſpect. 

If it ſhould be objected that God might as well reveal 
His will immediately to theſe Kings, as by the means of 
others, 1 may juſt ſay the ſame with reſpect to Mr. P's, 
political and theological endeavours to ſhew or reveal to 
mankind his truth, or word of God. No doubt the 
Almighty cou'd have given either providentially or intui- 
tively to every plowman, &c. in this kingdom as much 
knowledge in the ſciences of government, mathematics, 
and aſtronomy, as He has done to Mr. P. but He did 
not chuſe it. However, whether God diſpenſes know- 
ledge immediately by revelation or communication from 
Himſelf or His inviſible agents (ſpirits;) or whether He 
does it by the flower means or medium of human agency, 
it has always the /ame origin, and is to be traced back to 
the ſame fountain. I ſuppoſe it impoſſible for us to draw 
the line where natural powers end, and ſucceſſive com- 
munications or revelation (either waking or fleeping, gra- 
dual or inſtantaneous) begins.“ Neither do I look upon 
Juglers deceptions as a reaſonable argument againſt Le 

| | trut 


Are not Mr. P's refleQions in P: 38. where he ac- 

'. knowtedges that almoſt a l the knowledge that he hath ac- 

quired hath ſprung from thoſe thoughts that bolt into the 

wind of their own accord, without previous reflection, or the 

of “thinking. I ſay, does not this account of the origin of 

his wif dom, ſeem to prove the very thing which he ſo un- 
gratefully denics—rewelation ? 


—— 
* 


= 
truth of miracles, but rather the contrary ; for it is very 
probable that deceits and imitations, &c. at first took their 
riſe from realities; and the ſame I think Will hold good 
alſo with reſpect to apparitions. Re” 

In p. 21. Mr. P. expreſſes a contempt and indigna- 
tion at the doct ine of man's natural depravity, and diſ- 
tance from God]; but is not his first mental and perſonat- 
ſtate an exact parallel to that deſcription of his moral 
condition? are not embrios, infants, - and children,--- 
helpleſs, uſeleſs, wayward, and fooliſh ?---But certainly 
the ſcripture doctrine of revelation, or immediate com- 
munication or teaching from God (or good ſpirits) exalts 
the regenerated, FULL - GROWN Chriſtian far above 
the privileges of natural philoſophy : and has enabled 
plowmen, mechanics, and ſhopkeepers boldly to face 
dangers and deaths, which the repoſitaries of the lan- 
guages and ſciences have trembled at and ſhrunk from, 
contrary to their * 

P. 54. All the things called prophecies, in the book 
& called the Bible, were related in ſuch a looſe and ob- 
© ſcure manner, as to be out of the comprehenſion of 
© thoſe that heard them; and ſo equivocal as to fit al- 
e moſt any circumſtance that might happen afterwards.”? 

If all the poiſon in this and other books of the ſame: 
caſt, was offered as nakedly as in the above paragraph, 
lictle trouble would be required to anſwer them, and 
little danger to be apprehended from their effects. In 
my en 1 have not always copied verbatim, becauſe 
it was nec for me to bring my publication into as 
ſmall a compaſs as poſſible; but I have always given the 
ſenſe preciſely, and generally the very words. I will 
reter to ſome of the prophecies recorded in ſcripture, and 
leave the reader to judge for b imſelf. 

Gen. 7. 4. and 15. 13. 14. and 17. 21. & 19. 13, 22. & 28. 
14, 15. & 40. 13, 19. & 41. 25 — 50. Exod. 3. 12, 17. & 7. 
17. & 8. 2, 23. & 9. 5, 18, 29. & 10. 4. & 11. 4—8. & 14.13, 
14. & 16. 12—18, 26, Numb. 14. 30-34. & 16. 28 JA. 
& 20. 8. Deut. 2. 24, 26. & 3. 2. & 3. 28. & 28 Ch. 
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Toft. 3. 13. & 6. 16. & 8. 1. Judg. 4. 9. & 7. 7. & 20 18. 
1 Sam. 9. 15, 16. & 10. 2z— & 12. 16, 17: & 17. 46, 47. 


& 23; 4. 2 Sam. 12. 11—14. & 24. 13. 1 Kings 13. 2, 3. 
& 17. 1. & 18. 24, 41. & 21. 19, 23. & 22. 29. 2 Kings 1. 
6 —12. & 2. 5 & 3. 17, 18. & 4—4. & 5, 10, 27 K 7. 1. 2. 


2 Kings 8. 1, 12, 13, & 9. 1— 10. & 13. 19. & 19. 7, 33» & 


20. 5, 6, 9, 17. 2 Chron, 20. 14—17. & 21. 12—15. 
Ifa. 8. 4. & 44. 28. & 45. 1 4. Jer. 16. 9. & 20. 4—6. 
& 21. 4— 10. & 25. 8—12. & 27. 2—22. & 28. 12— 16. & 
29: 4—10, 21. & 32. 6—44. & 32. 2—22. & 36. 30. & 37. 
6-10. & 38. 17—23. & 42.718. & 43. 8—13 & 44. 29, 30. 
& 45. 5. & 46. 20— 26. & 51. bo—04, Ezek. 12. 11—25. 
& 21. 25 —27. & 26. 7—14. & 29. 2—20. & 30. 25. Dan. 
4. 25, 26. & f. 28, Tech. 3 9. Matt. 24. 2, 34. & 26. 2. 
2 9. & 13. 2, 30. Luke 1. 13, 20, 30—35. & 2. 35. 
& 21. 6, 32. & 22. 21. John 11. 23, 41. & 13, 21, 26. & 1.4 
28, 29. & 16. 16. & 17. 11. Acts 13. 11. & 21. 10, 11. 
& 27. 22—26. | | 

In this collection I know not that there is one refe- 
rence that may not ſtrictly and properly be called a 
prophecy, For whether the time previous to the acaom- 
pliſhment be a thouſand years, or only a minute, pro- 
vided the circumſtance be truly ſupernatural, it is a real 
prediction or prophetic declaration. If a man is ſo far 
diſpoſed to quibble, or deny the truth, as to ſay that 
we never can he certain when an event is. ſupernatural, 
or immediately from God, becauſe. we don't know the 
extent of man's underſtanding, and the powers. of: na- 
ture; Ithink ituſeleſs, and loſt time to argue any, longer 
with him; even as much as it would be to. endeayour to 
prove that men and women are not horſes and cows.-— 
There are very many prophecies recorded in the Scrip- 
tures. beſides the above, and I am perſuaded equally 


true; but I ſelected theſe principally upon account of 


their being pointed. as to time; in which reſpect I think 
none of them deſerve the epithets of © looſe, obſcure, 
or equivocal,” For my own part, I am of Chriſt's 
opinion (John 10. 25-38. & 14. 11.) as to the credit due 
to miracles ; and beiieve that when God does vouchſafe 
them, they not only help and eſtabliſh the deep and remote 

| principles 
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principles or deductions of morality, but greatly ſtreng- 
then even the plainest of them: and as man is not infal- 
lible, I think it more reaſonable and much ſafer, (of the 
two errors) to give credit to a deception (when not a- 
gainſt the plain law, of righteouſueſs) rather than to re- 
ject the meſſage, word, or manifeſtation of God. I 
mean, after. making uſe of all the. underſtanding and 
experience. that we are poſſeſſed of, to avoid being 
deceived. 

Having now conſidered the ſtrongeſt and moſt plau- 
ſible of Mr. P's arguments againſt the truth of revela- 
tion, I will cloſe my anſwer, by reviewing the principal 


points in a ſummary way, and making 5 few reflections 


upon the whole 

Firſt, ſome of his aſſertions are, I POOR direct 
contrary to trath: As 1. when he ſays that Abraham 
is not called a prophet.” 2. That the manner in which 
Chriſt was apprehended, ſhews that he did not intend to 
be taken, . to ſuffer. 3. That it is only in the 
[preſent, viſible) eqn that all our ideas and con- 
ceptions of à word. of God can unite. which deniesGod 
the pewer of revelation or future manifeſtation or creation- 
4. That all the corruptions or errors and wickedneſs] 
that has taken place in true religion has taken place by 
admitting revealed. religion, whereas we know of. no 
wiſe and virtuous nation. in the world without a divine 
or, buman. joe <tr of ref ous ſentiments, which 
IS ys: rag «WA Tk 


Fee ee 0 "gone which, as is, AW 
above, denies the. po 90 Ther ces the Pen- 
order or viſible creation. beli 


ception or aſſurance] of Jet. if beliefs [ or ai, 
ments] the 2 eaſy.” The contrary. to which is 


clear, from, the. pradical unbelief of the genera 8 o 


mankind, notwith/langing, the. continual labours 

beſt and wiſeſt of men, by all means and arguments to 

Trove it. 7. © That miracles [neceſſarily or naturally] 

ſubject the perſon who * them to the — 
4 
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of being an impoſtor, and are beſides, of all modes of 
evidence the molt inconſiſtent, becauſe they imply a 
lameneſs or weakneſs in the doctrine, and degrade the 
Almighty into the character of a ſhow-man, playing 
tricks to amuſe and make the people ſtare and wonder.” 
Whereas it is no more degrading to the character ot God] 
to raiſe the dead, or give fight to the blind, &c. now, 
than it was at fir/? to create the living or the ſeeing, &c. 
neither does the implied deficiency or weakneſs reſt 
upon the ſpeaker or revealtr, or his doctrine, but upon 
the hearcr, whoſe bodily powers are ſtronger than. his 
mental Ones. 8. © Thata true miracle [or a reporter 
of my wou'd have no better chance of being believed 
than if they were Falſe. Which is contradicted by 
the daily conduct of every individual in the world, and 
every community and court of juſtice. All mankind, 
and Mr. P. among the reſt, both naturally and reflectiveh, 
giving more or leſs credit either to a relation or a relator, 
according to the probability or character of the fact or perſon, 
Q. © That, in every point of view, the exiſtence of miracles 
is unneceſſary ; and that even true ones wou'd not anſwer 
any vſeful purpeſe. How many thouſands of teſtimo- 
nies in contradiction to this aſſertion wou'd every day 
produce, if it was to pleaſe God to eſtabliſh at this time 
'a miraculous power in this nation, for the univerſal be- 
'nefit of all who choſe to apply for the rectification of either 
bodily or mental diſorders or diſeaſes! 10. That all 
the prophecies recorded in the Bible, are related in ſuch 
'a looſe and obſcure manner, as to be out of the compre- 
henſion of thoſe that heard them; and ſo equiyocal, az 
to fit almoſt any circumſtance-that might happen after: 
Wards.“ This aſſertion needs no other remark than a 
reference to the texts quoted above. oh at 
But, ſecondly, beſides thoſe aſſertions or arguments, 
which I look upon to be manife/tly falſe, there are others 
alſo as unſound at the bottom, though more plauſible 
in appearance. As 1. That it is a contradiction in 
terms and ideas, to call any thing a revelation that comes 
5 to 


———— 
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of Mo us at ſecond-hand ; either verbally or in writing. For 
aF hat revelation is neceſſarily limited to the firſt commu- 
ication.””. whereas I am fully convinced that the cre- 
lib;lity of ſubſequent teſtimonies, human and miraculous, 

ay be ſo great as to eq al the firſt communication. 
PE. Mr. P. thioughout his whole book, continually villi- 
es and condemns 1evelation and chriftianity, on ac- 
Fount of doctrines and practices which himſelf acknow- 
edges (p. 19) tocontradict the practice of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
on nd which were in the Apoſtles time, and have been ever 
ſince to this very day, difown'd, condemned, and pub- 
icly teſtified againſt by many who glory in the name of 


ed hriſtians: and whether this notorious miſrepreſentation 
bye owing to ignorance or malice, it is inexcufable. The 
naoctrines and practices which I allade to, are the Trinity; 
id, tonement; Imputed Righteouſneſs, and Sin ; Miltonic 
ly, vari heaven, and fall of Angels; Incarnation ; eternal 


Torments; compulſive ſupport to religious eſtabliſh- 
ents; Eccleſiaſtical titles and revenues; religious 
paths, or teſts to qualify for civil offices; human abſolu- 
ion of ſin, either to the living or the dead; purgatory, 
vr Future purification whether long or ſhort; and what 


5 are commonly called the Sacraments, both Jewiſh, Roman, 

mel Greek, and Proteſtant, Yet after all theſe ſeparations, ' 
be- aim at nothing leſs nor more than the whole law of God, 
herfWor rule of faith and conduct commanded in the Scrip- 


ures, or the Old and New Teſtaments: the ſum of 
which is. the /ove FA God with all my heart (or ſoul) 
and flirength ; and the loving my neighbour as myſelf.--- 
23. Mr. P. manifefts prejudice and partiality, in making 
er -· N no allowance for metaphor or figurative expreſſions, which 
n ait is well known the Orientals were much accuſtomed to. 
4. He alſo ſhews either great ignorance or disingenuity 
its, Din affecting to conſider the vices and crimes recorded in 
ers {cripture, (as of Cain, Noah, Onan, Judah, Simeon, 
ble Samſon, Amnon, Saul, David, Solomon, &c. and often 
in the whole nation) as if they were to be look'd upon as 
nes examples or licences, to the — or Chriſtians in purſu- 


to + ing 
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ing a ſimilar conduct. Whereas not only is the law of 
Juſtice, mercy, parity, and humility taught and com- the 
manded in the old covenant, and brought to light, or more anc 
extenſively and ſtrongly enforced in the new, but alſo fit) 
the puniſhments which are generally recorded along pre 
with the fin, ſhew ſuch inſtances to. be written for a ma 
*varning, both nationally and individually: and are in that {MiÞa 
light as much the word of God as any of the moral com- 
mands. Mentioning the errors and faults [together with 
the diſapprobation, puniſhment, or repentance) is in my 
judgment a great proof of the truth of the Scriptures. ; 
and alſo an encouraging circumſtance. to the ſincere, 
honeſt feeker of God, during man's fallible, imper fe ſtate. 
5. Mr. P is guilty of great injuſtice in putting ſuch 
a {i3aihcation upon the term word of God?? as the 
Scripture does not mean, and then arguing againſt it 
upon that falſe ground. I might much more reaſonably 
find fault with His word of God.“ the Creation which 
we behold ;” for there are not only very many evils 
in it, both animate and inanimate, but we have alſo many 
more inſtances of tyranny, oppreſſion, whoredom, drunk- 
enneſs, cruelty, covetouſnels, and all ſorts of wickedneſs 
eſcaping puniſhment than we have amongſt the Kings 
or prophets, recorded in the Bible. So it is that ſome 
profeſſors of chriſtianity do by the Scripture term 
«© perfect. They give us a delineation of the per- 
fections of God himſelf, and then deny the truth, and 
ſay it is impoſſible for man to be perfect, whereas ſcrip- 
ture-perfetion conſiſts not in freedom from error, or in- 
falibillty, but in fincerity, uprightneſs, or an honeſt 
and good heart, with ſuitable actions. Revelation, or the 
written word of God, has alſo this further advantage above 
the natural word of God (which I acknowledge the vi/ible 
creation to be) that it brings life | happineſs] and immor- 
tality 2% light; and ſets before us the prize or reward of 
cn patient, continuance in well-doing,”” in much ſtronger 


„6. In diſcourſing about the acts of Samſon, Mr. P. 
ſays, that even t-0ug/ true, they are nothing to us, nei- 
ther 


U 
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ther are we the better nor the wiſer for knowing them; 
and then he adds, When we contemplate the immen- 
ſity of that Being, who directs and governs the incom- 
prehenſible WHOLE, of which the utmoſt kin of hu- 
man fight can diſcover but a part, we ought to feel 
ſhame at calling ſuch paltry ſtories the word of God.“ 
To theſe ſpecious, but unſound aſſertions, I anſwer, 
1. That it is no ways irrational to ſuppoſe, that a Being 
who thinks it not beneath Him to bring any thing into 
exiſtence, ſhould likewiſe condeſcend to govern or order 
it afterwards; and though we may reaſonably refer all 
reation ultimately to One Great Firſt Cauſe, yet we are 
n {Wotally, ignorant how. many degrees of inviſible agents 
e le may have appointed between. himſelf and us. In the 
it ble creation we ſec He hath appointed His agent, man, 

y 

h 


ed 


N „ 


almoſt ſupreme governor : he kills or preſerves his oxen 

nd his ſheep, (yea, oftentimes his rational, human ſub- 

1; %s) juſt as he pleaſes; and certainly there is a much 
y greater diſtance betwixt mortal man and God, than be- 
„ veen man and beaſt, If we therefore ſuppoſe, (as 1 
s {Wy believe to be the caſe) an inviſible agency or govern- 
nent betw:ixt us and God, it will immediately do away 
ll the objeCtions to the interference of God in either 
ational, or individual human concerns. In the crea- 
tion which we behold, we ſee that God hath deſcended 
ep by ſtep, or link by link from man, down to the 
malleſt infect and grain. of duſt. The human and the 
prute, and the animate and the inanimate follow cloſe 


n- 
1 Nogether, and govern one another as they deſcend; and 
he here are alſo ſpecies in which the inhabitants of the air, 


he earth, and the water yon together; nay, even the 
weſt link of the in e world is manifcſt to every one. 
mean the air. Now. if the GREAT CREATOR's 
iſible and inviſible works are analogous, which nobody 
Dan diſprove, how rational and eaſy to the meaneſt ca- 
acity does it make the doCtrines of a particular, daily 
rovidence---revelations---dreains---miracles, and figns 
r omens ? It ſcems- very reaſonable to me that God 
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ſhould as well fill. up (by an intellectual creation) ſome 
part of that infinite diſtance which lies between His 
power, and wiſdom, and goodneſs, &c. and that of 
mans”; as that He ſhou'd fill the immenſe ſpace of the 
univerſe with ſuns and planets and material beings. . 

With reſpe& to Mr P's aſſertion that the actions of 
Samſon does not concern us, nor the knowledge of them 
do us any good; for an anſwer, I will refer to the gene- 
ral difference of character and behaviour between thoſe 
among the poor and lower orders who are commonly 
called religiaus or awakened, (ſuch as the methodiſts, &c.) 
and them that make no proſeſſion of religion, nor read 
the bible any more than Mr. P. I make the compariſon 
among the poor becaufe they have neither learning ot 
ſcience to help them, nor yet livings, places, or penſion 
to influence them; now e there are no doubt par 
ticular exceptions on both ſides, yet in general the poo 
that conſtantly and earneſf : y read or hear the ſcripturz 
are much-moref6ber, modeſt, honeſt, induſtrious, quiet 
civil and humane, than them that do not. And I kno 
that the real belief of God's having at various time 
ſaved or ſupported men in times of difficulty, trouble 
and danger; and that He will always continue to do (c 
to ſuch as fear and ſerve Him in that mer, to the 
end of the world, (which is the aim of ſcripture hiſtory 
J fav, ſuch a confidence or perſuaſion is a very ftrong 
motive to obedience, or a correſpondent life: as we {et 
cl-arly in the conduct of theſe people, who act fro 
that pri-ciple. 

7. As to the obſcene ſtories, voluptuons debauch 
te eries, cruel and torturous executions, and unrelenting 
« yindictiveneſs with which he ſays more than half tht 
« Bible is filled; and which hiſtories he intimates ar: 
receiv'd by Jews and Chriſtians as a fanqtion for fuc 
like practices, I utterly deny the charge. With reſpect ti 
plurality of Wives, and the uſe of Concubines, it was nd 
ſeculiar to the Jews; and perhaps in the early ages 
the world there might be more reaſon for allowing 

tha 
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| than now, for the ſake of aig peopling the earth; 
me but Mr P. knows very well that thoſe cuſtoms are now 
Hl aboliſhed by the goſpel, and as to ſuch actions as 
Amnon's to Tamer, and David's to Bathſheba, &c. the 
Bible is ſufficiently clear from authorizing them. With 
reſpect alſo to torturous executions, there is not a word of 
any ſuch thing in all the commands of God throughout 
the Bible: the Romans and other nations had ſuch laws ; 
but not the Iſraelites.-but if indeed their leaders were 
at any time guilty of ſuch things, that cou d not impeach 
the goodneſs and juſtice of the Bible, any more than the 
adultery of David, or the inceſt of Reuben. The un- 
relenting vindifivneſs alſo of the Iſraelites is I believe 
much miſtaken; for I am perſuaded that if any nation 
that had uſed the Jews exceeding 111, as the Amalekites, 
Moabites, or Ammonites for inſtance, were afterwards 
to repent, and offer any ſatisfaction or reparation in their 
power, they had a right by the Jewiſh laws to forgive- 
neſs, and even to be entertained in Judea as Jews, tho? 
not /o ſoon admitted to all the Temple privileges, as I ſup- 
poſe other heathen nations were. Duet. 23. 3—8. 

1 lock upon ſuch expreſſions as having war with 
Amaleck for ever ;”” or, not ſeeking the peace or proſ- 
perity of Moab for ever,“ to mean no more than an ex- 
cluſion from the civil rights & privileges of Judea fo long 
as they continued in that hoſtile, oppreſſive, wicked 
ſpirit which they firſt begun to ſhew againſt the Jews 
without any provocation, And I doubt not, but theſe _ 
nations or any individuals of them, had liberty at any 
time, by a proper behaviour and conceſſion, to enter into 
amity and ſociety with the Jews: for the Moſaic and 
prophetic laws were peculiarly mild and favourable to 
friendly ſtrangers; as multitudes of texts witneſs, 

(Exod 12. 48, 49. Levit. 19. 33, 34. Numb. g. 14. 
1 Kings 8. 41-43.) 

As to the ſeeming diſproportion between the offence 
and the puniÞment of the Ammonites, it is I bel'eve 
much miſunderſtood. The Jews were commanded by 
God not to cut of ſo much as the corners, or itragling 
hairs of their beards, and therefore the action of Hanun 
to the Ambaſſadors, was a repro ch and contempt of 
.be Nation, and. at the richts of friend. 
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ſhip and hoſpitality ; and afterwards inſtead of making 
an apology for the inſult, they immediately raiſed forces 
to confirm and defend it; and ſeemingly to invadeJudea, 
And I do not believe there is a nation in the world but 
wou'd reſent ſuch an unprovoked, ingratetul outrage, 
in the ſame way as David did, if they had power. I 
mean by making theAmmonites tributaries and ſervants, 

With reſpect to the commands of God to Moſes and 
Joſhua, to deftroy the Canaanites, &c. I aſk Mr. P. or 
any other perſon, that thinks ſuch things contrary to 
the mercy and goodnefs of God, how they will account 
for earthquakes, in undations, ſtorins, plagues, fires, fa- 
mines, volcanoes, &c. which ſometimes deſtroy cities, 
towns and ſhips, and deſolate whole kingdoms ? Cer- 
tainly the material creation which Mr, P. calls the un- 
changeable, unerring word of God, cannot act contrary 
to the will of the Almighty : yet we fee that fire, water, 
earth and air in their turns deſtroys man, woman, and 
child. Nay, ſome will go farther, and ſay that not 
only our own elements deſtroy us indiſcriminately, but 
even the planets and ſtars have an evil influence as well 
as a good one upon us; reſpecting which ſuppoſition, 
I] beheve it is at leaſt as certain that the moon hath 


ſome influence upon our globe, as it is that ſhe is 5 
inhabited. - i 

For my own part, I freely acknowledge that I think . 
it no loſs, even to themſelves, for the incorrigible, irre- Wt 


claimable wicked to loſe their exiſtence. And fo far 
from its being an act of injuſtice or cruelty in God, or 
His appointed agents, to deſtroy the deſtroyer; I believe 
it is at /uch times that ** righteouſnels and truth, mercy 
and peace, meet and rejoice together.“ 

How will ſome of the French Deiſts and the Engliſh 
Chriſtians (bothFa//ely ſo called) rejoice in the deftruc- 
tion,& wiſh the extirpation of one another, only becauſe 
they differ about FURMS of Government, or ſharing 
of places and penſions, &c. and yet they will join in 
condemning the Iſraclites as cruel and barbaruus, be- 
caule they executed the % judgments of God vj on 
people who were wilfully ſunk and ſettled in pride, 
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ſodomy, blaſphemy, and every other mark of the beaft 


and devil, except bodily form, which it was not in their 


power to alter But indeed it is not reaſonable to ex- 


pect that nations who are themſelves over-the-head in 


the ſins of Sodom and Canaan (pride, luxury, pleaſure, 


and covetouſneſs. Ezek. 16. 49) ſhou'd juſtify or praiſe 


the deſtroyers of their brethren. However, whether 
they will or not, the fame God that terribly brake in 
pieces the Fews, in their turn, when they became 
wicked; will deal in the ſame manner with Chri/tian 
Heathens, when their wickedneſs is full; of which the 
jeſtruction of the late civil andeccleſiaſtical government 
and gentry of France is an awful proof! and yet their 


neighbours refuſe to take warning. 


I have now conſiderably exceeded the limits I firſt 
intended, and will therefore conclude with a few words 
of my own experience as a teſtimony to the truth of the 
dcriptures. 

And 1. The Bible (I mean both the old and new 
eſtaments, or covenants) teaches, that man is naturally 
born with a deceitful, ſelfiſh, covetous, proud, earthly 
liſpoſition; and a {live to the things of time and ſenſe : 
ome indeed more and ſome leſs---ſome to the back and 
ome to the belly---ſome to the eye, and ſome to the 


Far: but yet ALL in bondage to ſome part or parts of 


his viſible, tranſitory, periſhing, unſatisfying creation. 
Now my own experience, both reſpecting myſelf and 
thers, perfectly and fully confirms this doctrine: and 
hat during a term of forty years cloſe obſervation. 

2. The Bible offers a remedy for mans' diſordered, 
ooliſh, unhappy mind.---alve for the eyes, and balm for 
he heart. It holds out the promiſe of a ſecond, or men- 
al birth, and the prize of immorta happineſs.---By the 
race of God I am in a conſidetable degree a witneſs to 
he truth of this doCtrine alſo. The light of truth hath 
o far ſhone into my mind as to ſet me perſeveringly 
t liberty from the purſuit of riches, honour, and plea- 
ure, even in the prime of lice and the vigour of health : 
nd the cea/ing to do evil hath been accompanied with 

ch a degree of teſoſution and zeal to do well, as hath 
ccafioned me the loſs of every thing that L once held... 


, 


founded upon TRUTH? I ſolemnly declare that not- 


if I believed Mr. Paine's book to be a true repreſentation, 


which ſeemed to ſpring from an honeſt, candid mind, 
and a love of truth. Indeed, when | tully underſtand 
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which have attended me with little iutermiſſion, for 
more than twenty years paſt, yet the hope of freedom 
and immortallity, upon the bible. plan, hath fo warm d 
and ſtrengthened my heart, that I don't reco'lect a time 
in a'l that period when | ou'd have changed conditions 
with any man in the world, and J am in the ſame mind, 
from the ſame cauſe, at this very time. | 

3 The Bible aſſerts the continual providence or 
overnment of Cod over the outward affairs of this 
world, both public and private, national and. individual; 
and that nothing takes place without His perm. flion, nor 
againſt His decree. And this doctrine allo I have {zen 
verified in many inſtances, rela ing both to myſelf, 
and others. The beſt laid and moſt promiting defigns 
often proving abortive ; and matters of no appearanee 
nor expectat on, on the contrary, fucceoding, 
4. The doctrine of ſupernatural information, or re- 
velation by dreams and vitons, is cl-arlv held forth in 
the Scriptures ; and | am a witneſs to the truth of it, 
both in myſelf and others ina multitude of inſtances. 
5. The promiſes and threatnings, or bleſſings and 


curſes revealed in the Scriptures, in caſes of obedience, 


or difobedience to its commands, have been fulfilled in 
myſelf in aclear and wonderful manner, during the laſt 
forty years of my life; and I have alſo frequently ſeen 
their accompliſhment upon others. 

Thus, Reader, I have endeavoured to plead the 
cauſe of truth. For what is the Bible, or any other 
book or thing eftimable for, but in ſo far as they are 


withſtanding all the reverence, eſteem. and affection 
that | have for the Bible, would certainly burn it 
{as I have ſeveral times done by pernicious, lying books] 


Neither have I avoided for many years paſt, either 
hearing or reading any arguments azanſ? revelation, 


a perſon's arguments or ſentünents and find that we 
totally and zrreconcileably differ, ns it is then to no good 
purpoſe to continue the diſputation, | chuſe to drop it; 
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T Since the preceding anſwer went to preſs, I thought it 


n K neceZary in order to prevent miſtakes or miſconſtruct- 
d ons to what | have faid in the gens pages, upon 
© [ ſome of the preſent popular doctrines, to ſubjoin my ſen- 
iments upon ſome particulars in a more explicit manner. 
„ 1. I believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Teffa- 


ments [or more properly Cov nants] to be the trueſt wri- 


5 tings, and moſt perfect revelation of the will of God that 
1 ever cvas given to man; yet neither is our preſent Engli/h 
whe | Bible entirely free from error, nor are thoſe parts of it 
5 which are per fecs of any avail to man's ſalvation, (owing 
© to his natural b/mdneſs and ſenjuality) unleſs accompanicd by 
„e teaching and influence of an holy ſpirit from God. But 
Fs _ though God hath permitted the ignorance or wickedneſs of 


man, in ſome degree, to cloud or deface the truth of the 
: Scriptures, yet /till the grand, and only dofirine which is 
© Neſſential 7 /alvation, viz. that without INHE RENT 
holineſs and righteouſneſs, or regencration, no man ſhall get 
to Heaven; is fo often. repeated and interwoven through- 
out the whole Bible, that whoever with an honeſt, upr 1g ht 


nd heart Seeks the way t9 eternal life, may there by the teachs 
1 , ung or illumination of God's holy ſpirit, clearly perceive it: 


for i taken altogether, the FEW and DARK paſſages 
explained ly the ZANY and CLEAR, the Scrip- 


ies now contain an abundantly ſufficient. rule of life, ſa 
far as an outward, general rule can be ſufficient, 

the gy 8 nh ed a 
her 2. I believe that: God Almighty is one ſingle perſon, with- 
are cut 4 partner or equal in any of His attributes; who was 
ot-Hiiever born, neither did ever ſuffer or die; nor did He ever 
ion get or produce a coequal to Himſelf ; neither was there 
nit e any inter miſſion in His reign. 
ks] 


3. 1 believe that Feſus Chriſt was a perfect man only; 
made or created by God at the time when he was concerved 
y the Virgin Mary, and not before ; the only man that ever 
was originally and perſeveringly holy and righteous : that 
is . and death were not a ſatisfattion or payment 

fo God for the fins of the reſt of mankind, but followed as 
| : a reaſonable 
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ner ated, or born again (into that holy, ſpiritual ſtate in 


being as much ſuperior to a ſnail or an oyfler, as a man 1 


„ 


a reaſonable conſequence of His work (viz. preaching rigb. 
teouſneſs) in this world; even as multitudes of other hoy 
men have ſuffered, and been grieved and tormented in ther 
meaſure alſa, upon the ſame account. 


4. 1 believe that though God is a 98 yet by the 
names Holy Ghoſt,” and Spirit of God,” in the ſcrip- 
tures, are not meant (at leaſt ſeldom, if ever) the Su- 
preme Being Himſelf, but His holy, ſpiritual, inviſible 


creatures. 


5 ¶ believe that all men, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ex. 
cepted, are naturally created mortal : by which term I mean 
not only liable to a diſſolution of their bodies, but to an 
annihilation of their ſouls alſo ; and all who are not rege- 


which Feſus Chriſt was at firſt created) ſhall at the end 
of this life be utterly deſtroyed, or come to a fmal end, 
and periſh like the beaſt : yea, that there is no more di/- 
ference betwixt a natural man and a beaſt, than there i 
betwixt one beaſt and another | a horſe, a dog, or a baboan 


to a monkey] excepting this, that it is out of the human 
ſpecies, not from amongst the brutes, that God it 
pleaſed to take beings of this world to live and be Happ) 


with him for ever. 


6. I believe that as man's natural, ſo © his ſecond 
or Spiritual birth comes wholly and entirely from the goed 
will of God: it being as much out of his power, of a man, 
to become a chriſtian ; as it was, out of nothing, to become 
a man : yet, as after natural life is given him, he learns 
to walk, and ſpeak, and think and work, ſo a'fo after ri. 
generation he becomes A WORKER TOGETHER WITH GOD; 
according to God's gift. | 


* 


7. I believe that God accounts no man righteous ft 
the ſake of any thing that Jeſus Chrift did, neither dot he 
forgive the fins of any man upon account of what Jeſus Chrif 
fuffered ; but God accounts a man righteous then (and * 5 
| then 
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g- When) when he has perſonally made him ſo: and out of his 
bo pwn merciful diſpoſition he rREELY forgives him who 
bei heartily repents and turns from his wickedneſs. The atone- 
nent which God requires is ſorrowful repentance : and the 
nly righteouſneſs which he will accept, is ſincere univerſal 
bedience. ** My ſon give me thy heart.“ 


8. I believe that though God is merciful to upright ig- 
61: NPerance, and that therefore many who have died in com- 
nunion with the errors of Rome, yea, many who never 
heard of the Bible at all, have yet been found worthy of 
ternal life; yet the worſhipping Feſus Chriſt, or the Holy 
hoſt, as the ſupreme God, is a real breach of the law of 
od; and it highly behoves every one that fears God, care- 
ully and candidly to ſearch out the truth of thoſe things, leſt 
. N or prejudice purchaſe them a place among 
e wicked, 


9. I belicue that the preſent ſlate of the Church of Eng- 
and is as truly Antichriftian as that of Rome, and that 
any of the rites and ſervices of the former (eſpecially the 
aptiſmal, ſacramental, viſitation and burial) are, partly 
ough original error in the formation thereof, ond partly 
rough the degeneracy. of its preſent members, as blaſphemous 
nd idolatrous as the latter; and that it is as truly the duty 
all who ſeek the truth, and ſtrive LY eternal life; to ſepa- 


the 
"= 
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ond Me themſelves from the Church of England, and withdraw 
d 17 ſupport from it at this time, as it was the duty of the 
an, Ver mers and proteflers in the reigns of Edward the 6th and 
ome een Mary, to deny the Church of Rome in them times. 


10. I believe that compulſion to force any perſan to con- 
tbute to the maintenance or ſupport of any religion contrary 
his conſcience or inclination, is utterly anti=chriſftian ; and 
ther, that a miniſter of Chriſt ought not to ACCEPT 
pport from an ungodly perſon: and that whoever by the 


ent of tythes, dues, church-rates, or pew-rates, Wc 
riff Mtributes to the ſupport of any religious eſtabliſhment whichs: 
LY ſcience aſſures him is eſſentially contrary to the will of 


God, 
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own part, it is not ſo mue 
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God, as it is revealed in the law of Chri; the ſame is « 


par taker of thoſe fins, and of the evil conſequences which F 
flow therefrom. | C | 
| * 4 

10. I helieve that though many are now enjaying a Bιαν 
immortality, who ag” © ignorance lived and died in many error; n, 
yet that none ever did, ner ever will enter into that ſtate, Blu. 


them who were HERE redeemed or delivered from the profeſiu 
or practice of all kN oN] N fin. 


12. 1 believe that the Calviniſt deftrines of Chrift' 
atonement, and a {oy Hell, makes God as unjuſt and unnmer 
ciful as the wicked:fl man that ever exifled among the poſteriy 
of Adam ; that they ſprang from the Devil and man's revenge 
ful heart, and blind underſtanding, and are alike contrary 1 
ſeripture, truth, and reaſon. But though I do not believe 1 
common doct᷑rine concerning Hell, yet 7 am perſuaded there i; 
a real one (of different degrees) in this life; which conſiſts i 
trouble and pain both of body and mind: and God is my witneſ, 
that I would not to gain all the riches of this world again jv 
through «what I have already experienced of ** the pains of Hell /" 
* KNOWING the terrors of the Lord wwe perſuade Mn. = 
Hell in this fate (which is too little taught or regarded) confi 
in diſtreſs, trouble, or pain of body or mind; —in the next; 
it is ** the grave, © everlafiing deſtruction, ** the ſecond 
death, or annihilation, But though I believe that God wil 
at the end of this life ſuffer the wicked utterly to periſh, o''* 
reduce them to their original nothingne/s, yet I pave no doutti 
but He could continue them in a flate of pain or miſery ſo long 
as He pleaſed after their a gout? from this auor ld. For my 

| the power or greatneſs, as ! 
Mercy and GoopxESsS of God, that is the object of my love, 
and I freely declare that if 1 believed the greateſt enemy whit 
T have, or ever had, was by the will and power of God to lt 
continued for all eternity in that ſlate of torment which ſont 
called Divines have deſcribed under the notion of Hell, — 
Jay, I would rather chuſe annihilation than to dwell i- 
heaven with ſuch a God! As to the troubles and ſorrows 1 
this life, they are exceedingly overbalanced, by the weight « 
preſent and future good: and at the worſt, they vaniſb int 
vt hing when compared with the commen. doctrine of ETERNA 
TORMENTS, | | 


% we 


we 


hint 13 7 believe that in the public aſſemblies of God's people, all 
vhoſe life is as becometh the goſpel, ought to have liberty to preach 
rr ſpeak, according to the goſpel rule, one after another; and 
hat the cuſtom of confining doctrine and exhortation to one per- 
on, or to ſuch as man appoints, is laiuly contrary to the au, 
F God, and a quenching . of His Spirit. Zet no doubt in the 
ftribution of 1. gifts of the ſpirit of God, ſome are better 
qualified than ethers for the office of —_— ? though that 
gift, like all the rei of the gifts of God, is y the folly or Wicks 
dneſs of man often turned to his but; eſpecially in this time, 


ben eloquence or fluency of” ſpeech, together with a conjide: able 
eri gare of human learning, is made a reaſon for confining the 
enge pirit of Ged, to teach by ſuch a perſon only; at leafl * in the 
ry eat congregation ;*” which is the moſt proper time for allowing 
e UB niver/al liberty of ſpeech to all who are able to ſpeak to the 
re Vionſci-nce and heart, though perhaps not ſo awell as jome others 
" 1 o pleaſe itching ears. 
neſs, 


14. J believe, it is the duty ef every Chriftian (that is, of 
hem <who in deed and in truth keep Chrift's commands) to 
eparate and withdraw themſelves from the fellowſhip or com- 
munion of every one who lives in the plain breach of any of God's 


next, ommands ; after having admoniſhed, reproved, and warned 
ſecond 5c according to the goſpel rule. And I am perſuaded that if a 
ail eon in following truth and conſcience, ſhould find himfelf de- 
„ off ined of all earthly fociety, the favor of God in hi; own houſe, 
doult(though ever /o mean) will prove much more profitable to him 
long an the moff elegant crowded church or meeting: and private 
or ding, meditation, and prayer in ©* groanings which cannot 
15 e uttered, will: abundantly ſupply the want of fluent long 
love; 21075, or ler mons confiſting of ** inticing words of man's 


iſelom: —— Yet it is the indiſ enfible duty of every chriſtian 
o ſeek for his brethren. And if he cannot get at them with- 
ut firfl diggi:g through a heap of either aworldly or religions 
«bbiſh, be ought to loſe no time in endeavouring it; ſeeing the 
ll of God. together with his own and his brotbers happineſs are 


aws cconpliſbed by his fucceſs. © | 
* 15 I believe it is. the duty of every one whe profeſJes to 


erve Chriſt, to put away from their apparel, furniture, and 
rades (as much as in them lies) whatever is prond-like, uſeleſs, 
md cofily ; ſuch things being utterly oppofite to, and ſubverſive 


of 
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Merey, Fortitude, Temperance, Chaſtity, Zeal, Induſtry, He. 
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of thoſe graud charaderiflics of chriſtianity, ** juſtice, mer 
2.55 and love. ; 7 cl 


16. J believe that though a chriftian is juſt to al 
men; wronging neither his religious brethren nor any other; 
yet, that the diltinguiſhing mark and infallible proof of men; 
having the Divine nature rooted in them, is an uniform 
and wniverſal diſpofition to love and ſerve all in whom 
fee the image of God, or the fulfilment of His law. Juſti ., 


pitality, the power of working miracles, ' eloquent preaching ac. 
companied with the power of God, are all very defireable, and 
have a ſure reward ; and all, except the tao la, will certain 
be found in every true chriſtian ; yet they may ail prove on 
temporary gifts, and periſh with this world; but an uniform 
and univerial love and ſervice to all good men, as ſuch, 
of whatſoever denomination, is a ſure product of that fet 
of God which fhall live and dwell in His favour for ever, 
But I believe alſo, that as it is the duty of every chriftian to loy 
and ſerve all good men, of whatever denomination, /o in « 
particular manner it is their indiſpenfible buſineſs, to the utmoſt £ 
their power, to take care that none whom they acknowledge 4 
Spiritual brethren, in church-fellowſhip, ſuffer want of nect/* 
ſaries : for whoever goes from (what he calls) the Lord's tably 
to a comfurtable dwelling and plentiful table of his own, « 
the ſame time leaving ſome with whom he communicated (as it 
is called) zo ſuffer the want of both comforts and neceſſaric 
fuch a one, T believe, has no right to the name of a chriſtian, 


17. I believe the natural, wifible, or bodily blood of Pein 
er Paul will as much atone for, or cleanſe us from fin, as that of 
Chrift ; and that their actual, perſonal righteouſneſs will as mut 
cover or cloath the redeemed as bit; hat is, "neither the ont 
wor the other will anſwer thoſe purpoſes. 


18. I believe that the blood of Feſus Chrift, which ator 
for, and cleanſes from all fin, is the Lite or Spirit which u 
and is in him, even the Spirit and nature of Cd; and not th 
bleod of bis which was /pilt por Mount Calvary. And ti 
righteouſneſs, or. white Linen of the Saints is not what Chrik 
did when on earth, but what his blood or life or ſpirit enables cad 
of them to do for himſelf ; that is, to © keep his commands.” 


19. 
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19. J believe, that as a faithful miniftry, or the preaching 
f righteouſneſs, is the great external means by which God brings 
ations to truth, holineſs, and happineſs ; 50 a corrupt ecclefraſti- 
al government is the grand outward ſource of national error, 


er NMvictedueſt aud ret hedueſt; and as it was in the times of 
= Peremiah and Feſus Chriſt, 30, I believe, is the caſe in this king- 
or 


om at this time; that a prond, coveteus, idle, lying, flattering 


thy roy (whether national er diſſenting) is the ſpring of the flood, 
dice r the root of the tree of corruption and miſery which over = 
Head this whole Empire; and has by degrees 50 leavened it, 
ac. Mat the terms light and darkneſs — good and evil, —hawe in mul- 
and rudes of the moſt common occurrences totally changed their original 
ain true fonification; as was the caſe fometime ago, in the 
on which the preſent miniſter of flate made before the Houſe of 


ommons concerning the great increaſe of the national trade and 
venue : ——— which increaſe, I believe, is ſo far from _ a 
ing, that it ought to be reckoned among the great evils which 
flroy the country; bawing conſtraint and folly for its root, and 
ing carried to the fupport of increaſing pride, luxury, covet- 
neſs, and oppreſſion, 


20. believe, that a man ought to ſuffer rather than to pay 
thes, or go to war by compulſion, againſt his conſcience : and that 
ve forcing a man to ſupport a religion, or to fight, is contrary to 
e laws 2 of Moſes and Chriſt, as well as to reafon, humanity, 
d heathen-philoſophy ; the only bond in which a man ought to be 
Id to the ſupport of either a religious or civil government, 40 as 
contribute to one, or fight for the otber, being @ conſciouſneſs or 
nviction of their TRUTH and GOODNESS. 


21. J believe that the government of this country, by iſſuing 
e/s-warrants, compelling tythes, and allowing the monopoly of 
nds, do as certainly, and sometimes as painfully, though not 
together /o deeply „ grind the faces of poor Britons ; as the 
rican Merchants, Slave Captains, and Planters, ** prind the 
ces”? of the agreed Negroes :— and that the King of England, 

Minifters, iſhops, Lords and Gentlemen are as really * - 43 
atheny, pagans, barbarians or ſavages, while they ſacrifice 
' eaſe, and peace and happineſs of their poor fellow-citizens, 
grandeur, pleaſure, luxury, ambition, covetouſneſs, or idleneſs 
amy of the Kings, Priefts, or great men of Africa are, AIP 

they 


. ** 


6 


they pay homage, honor, rewe, ence, or worſhip to a Serpent, a 
Crocodile, an Ox, a Bird; or any other part cither of the brut 
or inanimate creation, | 
22. I believe that though tle art of navigation is in 22 
a bleſſing, yet it is now ſo abu ed as 10 be turned in o @ grievou; 
curſe to the world. tn general, and to this nation in particular: 
the continual, prodigious loſs of live:, morals and property, (nt 
to mention the exceſſrve harſbips' to which Sailors, are SubjeeÞ 
bryoud ary other claſs of the community) are flreng reajons 1 
induce every one who wwifhes peace upon earth, and gud 
will to all men, to refrain as much as poſſible from the uþ; 
of all foreign productions. 
23. T believe that the practice of keeping horſes and dog, 
for hunting and lhoeting, as likewiſe the Frequenting of here. 
races, boxing-matches, cock-fighting, gaming tables, pl. y- houſen 
maſguerades, balls, concerts, Sc. as well as the wearing of gold 
filver, jewels, laces, or other ornaments po our cle athing; v 
powder ing, di eſing, and curling the bas, 1 ſay, all theſe cu. 
tem are, I Believe, as truly con rary to the ſpirit and conduct ai 
commands of Chriſt, as lying, Rtealing, murder, * , oi 
awhoredom :——for the ſame law which forbids murder and adi 
ter y, alſo forbids pr ide, cruelty, opprefiion, luxury, pleafure, au 
> covetouſneſs r—retther does chriftjanity allow prandeur, gan · 
ing, er diverſions in 4 King, @ Nucen, or a Nobleman, uc 
than id a, auge nn. Hs | 
234. I believe that net only hunting and race-herſes, but 4%, 
the preſent immenſe numbers of theſe which: are ujed for con- 
mendable purpoſes, are an intolerable burden . to this naticn! 
multitudes of them, nay I rather believe every fingle horſe in thi 
nation, one with another, conſumes the earnings of a Iabourin 
man i family, upon an average: and no doubt the number of hore 
for which (either een or mans labour might be ſubſtituted, (a 
avell as many horſes whoſe work might be altogether dropped 
exceedingly contribute / to the preſent high prices of proviſion 
and conſequent diſtreſi of the poor. Theſe confiderations, I behen 
will make every irue member of Chriff refrain, ſo far 
pelſible, from All uſe of Horſes. | e 
23 . T believe it is the duty of every chriſtian ts labor f 
freedom from debt, as 4 flate which is both promiſed and con 
manded to Gods faithful children, aud a- reaſonable and necyf 
o that ſlate of geifection which is attainable in this wortd. 
"7 the God of the Bible be my portion I aft no mos 
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